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November Theme: The Natural World                                  Sunday Services begin at 9:30 and 11:15  

November 4 

“The Face of the Waters” 

Rev. Axel Gehrmann & Mary Kay Hamilton 

 

According to scripture, in the beginning, when the 

earth was without form and void, God’s spirit 

moved upon the face of the waters. The deep and 

mysterious waters seemed inaccessible even to the 

creator of heaven and earth. Scientists say, in the 

beginning life itself arose from the oceans, and to 

this day human life is sustained by the seas. We live 

at the edge of an ocean, some of us see it every 

day. What deeper meanings might we find 

below the surface?  

 

November 11 

"Nature is My Religion” 

Rev. Dennis Hamilton & Robin Jensen 

 

Charles Darwin, Thomas Starr King, John Muir, 

Henry David Thoreau, Annie Dillard—naturalists 

from the same mold, and I identify with them.  Not 

only did they dwell in profound respect and 

affection with the natural world, but they found 

religious inspiration there.  My own journey has 

always been as an anthropologist.  My theology is 

grounded in and inspired by science and the natural 

world.  Today we will trace homo sapiens’ journey 

from being an unexamined part of nature through 

the millennia of growing self-awareness and 

cerebral illusion to our present awakening to our 

natural and sacred place in the universe.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 18 

“Native Peoples and Nature” 

Rev. Elaine Gehrmann & Amy Carlson 

 

We have done much damage to our land, and to 

its original inhabitants.  As we contemplate our 

annual celebration of gratitude, let us consider 

some practical and spiritual guidance offered by 

indigenous peoples, and how we might work to 

repair our relationships with them and with 

nature. 

 

November 25 

 "Earth, Air, Fire, Water and the Void” 

Sarah Hardgrave & Sue Ellen Stringer 

 

The ancient Greek as well as the eastern 

philosophies of Japanese Buddhism and Hinduism 

referred to concepts of the elements of earth, 

water, air/wind, and fire, as well as the void or 

aether. The elements were used to explain the 

nature and complexity of all matter, and how they 

related to observable phenomena as well as 

cosmology. In this service, we will explore the five 

elements philosophies in different cultures and 

how they can still guide us in today's world.  
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Religious Exploration  

for Children and Youth  

 

is offered during the second service for 

kids, preschool and older.   

Quality nursery care is available  

during the services.   



Minister’s  

Message 

 

Rev. Elaine 

Gehrmann 
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Following the plans we shared with you in September and October newsletters, we have been busy carry-

ing out the steps critical to creating our next UUCMP Strategic Plan.  And we are very excited about the 

progress we have made! 

 

As you may recall, last year the Board of Trustees laid the groundwork by allocating funds in our 2018-19 

budget for a “Strategic & Long-Term Planning Initiative.” In June the Board voted to hire the Rev. David 

Keyes, to serve as our consultant.  Rev. Keyes joined the August Board Retreat, and provided an overview 

of the planning process based on “Appreciative Inquiry” (AI). In September Rev. Keyes facilitated four AI 

sessions, which were attended by 50 members. The sessions generated an exciting assortment of wishes for 

the future of UUCMP, based on the best of our past experiences. This is the information gleaned, as cap-

tured in a word cloud: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewing these wishes, the ministers and the Board identified several recurring themes. Based on these 

themes, we drafted the Provocative Proposal on the next page, which will serve as the focal point of our 

new three-year Strategic Plan.  

 

A Provocative Proposal, according to AI experts, should be challenging and innovative, and stated in af-

firmative, bold terms. It should be a goal that would be a stretch for the congregation, but nevertheless 

achievable. Our Provocative proposal is grounded in UUCMP’s history, and an expression of the wishes 

and ideas generated by today’s members. 

          Continued on page 3 



Minister’s Message, cont. 

 

The Board and ministers are now working to draft a three-year Strategic Plan based on this pro-

vocative proposal, for approval by the congregation later this fall.  

We hope you are as excited about this provocative proposal as we are, and that you will start 

thinking about ways you can help to make this a reality! 

 

      See you in church, 

   Elaine 

Our Provocative Proposal 

 

We are embarking on a bold three-year journey to complete our new sanctuary — a place 

of celebration and service, welcoming to all.  

 

The new sanctuary will create space for a larger and more diverse congregation, that 

can gather on Sunday mornings at a single worship service, allowing for increased connec-

tivity among congregants, and a stronger sense of community. Focusing our staff and vol-

unteer energies on a single Sunday service will also allow us to provide a stronger music 

and religious exploration programs, and be more effective in our efforts to welcome both 

newcomer and long-standing members and friends. 

 

This three-year endeavor includes: 

 

1)   launching a capital campaign to raise funds from our current members and  

 friends, which will not only focus on money but also include: 

a.  strengthening connections between our members,  

b.  better caring for one another, deepening our bonds of community, and  

c.  inspiring new people with our vision; 

 

2)  securing a mortgage to allow future members to contribute to this 

accomplishment, which will include: 

a.  incorporating an accessible and welcoming design plan, 

b.  expanding our outreach and welcome to new families, students, glbt  

folks, immigrants, and more; 

c.  creating more space for more people to share in worship, fellowship,  

 education and service 

 

3)   partnering with community groups to share our space, which will enable us  

 to: 

a.  more closely align with organizations who share our values of love and  

 justice  

b.  make these alignments more visible to the larger community 

c.  expand our social justice mission and outreach 

  

We are opening our doors wider than ever before to welcome diversity, build a stronger 

community, and provide a legacy of love and justice for our children. 
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Celebration of Life Service for 

 

 

Helen Hastings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

 2 p.m. 

 

UUCMP Sermon Broadcasts:  
 

AMP Media (Channel 24 on Comcast)  

 

Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday 12:00 a.m. (Saturday midnight) 

Sunday 12:00 (noon) 

Monday 10:00 a.m. 
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THE MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

OF THE MONTEREY PENINSULA 

 

Welcoming all, we worship together  

with loving hearts and open minds,  

promoting peace, equality, and respect for 

the Earth.  Questioning, reflecting,  

learning, leading ... we change ourselves  

as we change the world. 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
 

Anti-Racism Book Discussion Group, Tuesday,          

November 6, 7 p.m. 

   

Anti-Racism Film Group, Thursday, November 15,      

7 p.m. 

 

Board of Trustees meets Wednesday, November 28, 

at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Book Discussion Being Mortal, Tuesdays, November  

13 and 27. See page 14. 

 
 

Buddhist Sangha is every Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

 
 

Community Choir meets Thursdays at 7 p.m. 

 

Dances of Universal Peace is Sunday, November  18, 

5-7 p.m.   

 
 

Equal Exchange Coffee and Chocolate are 

available on Sunday, November 4. See page 13. 

 
 

Friday Night at the Movies is on November 9. 7 p.m.  

See page 16 for what’s showing. 
 
 
 

I-HELP for Men is Sunday, November 11, 5 p.m.  Sign 

up on the bulletin board if you can help. 
 
 

I-HELP for Women is Sunday, November 25, 4 p.m. 

Sign up on the bulletin board if you can help. 
 
 

Membership Committee meets Tuesday, November 6, 

5:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, November 10, 8 a.m.  See 

page 13. 

 
 

Music Committee meets Monday, November 12, 5 

p.m. via Zoom. 

 
 

NUUsletter deadline for the December issue is  

Friday, November 16. 
 
 

Program Council is every first Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. at 

UUCMP or via Zoom.  For Zoom information contact 

Lauren Keenan programcouncil@uucmp.org  

 
 

Sing Along is Thursday, November 8. 5:45—6:45 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary. See page 11. 

 

Social Justice meets Sunday, November 25, 12:45 p.m. 

 

Women’s Discussion Group will meet on Thursday, 

November 8, at 2:00 p.m.  See page 13 for details. 

 

mailto:programcouncil@uucmp.org


  

Just another busy month for everyone.  Just 

recovering from the Super Flea we launch into the 

Service Auction.  Maybe someone will offer for 

auction all the stuff they just bought at Super Flea 

(for half price!).  Then we can sell it again next 

year!   Our two biggest fund raisers. Thank you to 

everyone involved. 

 

Also in October, the board welcomed Corey 

Brunson as our new Director of Religious 

Exploration (DRE),  promoting her from her 

temporary assignment.  Corey has done a terrific 

job bridging the age gap by finding great 

volunteers to help teach classes.  The curriculum 

has been interesting and interactive.  Thank you 

Corey for a job well done!  We were also able to 

offer the DRE and music director health benefits, 

which we did not originally stipulate when the 

fiscal year began.  This is progress. 

 

Thanks to the work of the Immigration Reform 

Committee, as 24 of us were able to attend and 

witness the 15
th
 anniversary of Communities 

Organized for Relational Power in Action 

(COPA),  September 28. I had to ask myself “why 

did it take so long for UUCMP to join this 

movement?”  Thank you to all who worked so 

hard as part of the Social Justice Committee and 

the Immigration Reform Committee for signing us 

up.  We were just one of several dozen churches 

and community groups that were there to witness 

several commitments to change the way our 

county and country think about vital subjects, 

including immigration reform.   It is great to be a 

part of this critical task for the UUCMP, and what 

a great way to get the UUCMP to be in the front 

of right-thinking folks.  There is power in 

numbers, and we are not alone. 

 

On the horizon we can’t forget the work of our 

Strategic Plan.  After seeking input from many of 

the congregation through several Appreciative 

Inquiry workshops, we have been busy piecing 

together a “provocative proposal” that 

summarizes the feedback.  During the October 

board meeting, we considered the draft, and will 

be sending it to the whole congregation.  This 

Strategic Plan will give us our marching orders for 

the next three years.  Because it is based on 

member feedback, I hope that everyone will 

embrace it and gladly push this proposal forward 

for everyone’s betterment.  It is truly an exciting 

process. Please see the details in Rev. Elaine’s 

column this month. 

We work hard together and grow stronger.  And 

over the past two years, we have created dust, 

built things, repaired things, settled down, and 

shored things up. Are you ready for a bold three-

year adventure of a UUCMP lifetime?  Fasten 

your seat belts!   

  

      Best regards,  

     Don Reynolds 
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I recently attended a friend’s ordination cere-

mony at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

of Santa Cruz County in Aptos along with 

Revs. Elaine and Axel.  It was a beautiful cere-

mony full of heart and spirit.  Family and 

friends were in attendance as well as many 

clergy who live in the area.  It was a joyous 

occasion to see my colleague ordained by her 

home congregation of more than twenty 

years. 

 

 It is no easy task becoming a Unitarian 

Universalist minister.  There are many hoops 

to jump through!  Just when you catch your 

breath from clearing one, the next pops up.  I 

will be facing the last and final hoop this com-

ing March when I go to see the Ministerial Fel-

lowship Committee (MFC), the credentialing 

body which determines if a candidate will 

move on to preliminary fellowship and start 

the search process. The MFC evaluates candi-

dates based on their competency in seven cate-

gories: 

 

• Worship and Rites of Passage 

• Pastoral Care and Presence 

• Spiritual Development for Self and Others 

• Social Justice in the Public Square 

• Administration 

• Serves the Larger UU Faith 

• Leads the Faith into the Future 

 

 These same categories are used for my 

Learning and Service Agreement here at the 

UUCMP.  With the help and input of Rev. 

Elaine and the Intern Committee, I finished the 

final version which contains my goals and tasks 

for the time I serve your community.  For ex-

ample, my overarching learning goal is, “To 

grow and develop in my own ministry and 

ministerial presence while helping to facilitate 

the growth and development of the congrega-

tion.”   

 

 As for specific tasks, underneath Leads 

Faith into the Future, two tasks are “explore 

young adult outreach to nearby college cam-

puses” and “help maintain the church’s Face-

book page and other social media.”  I will not 

go into all the categories and the subsequent 

tasks.  That would take too many words for a 

newsletter article!  Instead, if you have more 

questions or are curious about my Learning 

and Service Agreement and about how I’ll be 

focusing my time here at UUCMP, I’d be hap-

py to share and to have more in depth conver-

sations with you. 

 

 It is a blessing to serve as your ministe-

rial intern this year.  I am filled with gratitude 

to be on this journey with you and to be do-

ing what I love and what I feel called to do.   

 

 Warmly,  

      Amy 

A Note from 

the Intern 

 

Amy Carlson 



 

 

 

 

VISTAS 

 

Oil Paintings by Peggy Olsen 

October 10 to December 2 

  

 

 

 

Local artist and longtime UUCMP member is winding down her forty-year career as an oil 

painter.  California landscapes have been her specialty.  While some may look like they were 

painted plein aire (outdoors), she prefers painting in her studio using photographs as 

a stimulus and imagination as tool.  

 

Painting has been a challenge, an obsession, sometimes a pain, and usually a joy. Listening to 

classical music, especially opera, makes painting a pleasure, takes her out of her head, and helps to 

keep her working even if the painting doesn't seem to be 

coming out successfully. 

 

Peggy feels lucky to have become a member at Carmel Art 

Association in 1986, as it is an artist owned gallery that sells a 

lot of art and allows artists to make their own decisions about 

what to show.  She was a top seller there for many years and 

still has work there. 

 

You can see the body of her work past and present 

at www.fineartamerica.com. 

 

 

Check out the two baskets of her prints for sale on the table next to the comments book. One 

basket is of Giclee (long lasting) prints for $20 and the other is of 

laser (color xerox) prints for $10. As usual, 20% goes to the church, 

and there is an envelope to accept checks. 

 

 

The Comments Book is now in the Welcome Hall just outside the 

sanctuary doors. 

 

                                           -Peggy Olsen 

ART NEWS 
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UUCMP’S Creating Space for Love and Justice Column 

 

Its blocks boldly proclaim the names of those who pledged gifts to our 2013 – 2018 

Growing into Our Vision Campaign to expand our building.  Is your name there?   

 

We have a dream! UUCMP has a Master Plan!  Phases I and II of that master plan are 

complete.  And we are less than $37,000 away from paying the cost of Phase II com-

pletely! 

 

 

Our original hexagon-shaped buildings were erected by UUCMP members them-

selves, starting with a pre-fabricated kit in 1978.  After several remodeling projects 

over the years, the downstairs area was remodeled in 1990 for our RE programs, the entry foyer was con-

structed, and a sundeck was added at the back of the church. 

 

In 2001, with the forward thinking of Rev. Beth Miller, our lay leadership, and the creative insight of our 

architect-builder, Safwat Malek, a master building plan maximized use of our Aguajito Road site to meet the 

needs of our growing congregation. In early 2003, members overwhelmingly approved this comprehensive 

master plan for a 350-seat sanctuary wing adjacent to the west end of our present building, two new reli-

gious education hexes on the east side and a large administration area under the new sanctuary.   

 

Between 2003 and 2005, $1.9 million was raised for Phase I of construction -- enough to complete the mas-

ter plan's infrastructure:  driveways, parking, exterior lighting, on-site well, septic system, solar panels, and 

west wing foundation.  Phase I also included environmental and traffic studies required for our county-

approved use permit, along with complete detailed engineering and construction plans ready for planning 

department authorization, with enough money left to fund a future feasibility study. 

 

In 2013, with encouragement from interim minister Rev. John Buehrens, that feasibility study was carried out 

and demonstrated likelihood of success if a capital campaign was undertaken, enabling another step toward 

our vision. A Building Options Task Force, headed by Martha Diehl, worked with architect-builder Malek to 

lay out practical options and to project costs.  It would cost $5 million to complete the entire project, so we 

opted to build what we could afford, based on what the study indicated we could raise. 

 

The option for Phase II construction included a large welcome hall with a conference room and extra stor-

age, a modernized kitchen and updated bathrooms (eliminating the sundeck), a new hexagon for religious 

education for children and youth on the same floor as the sanctuary, and a library/conference hexagon (our 

fireplace room). During 2013 and 2014, enthusiastic volunteers spoke with every member and friend of 

UUCMP to ask for a capital gift for our Phase II -- Growing into Our Vision campaign.  We received pledges 

of nearly $1.9 million to do the work.  Members promised to fulfill their pledges by the end of 2018.  And 

all but a handful of people have met their pledges.  

 

Member Gregg McKee arranged a $1 million revolving loan with Rabobank, secured by $400,000 from our 

Endowment Fund, so construction could be completed before all pledges were paid.  Then, three years ago, 

members voted to borrow from the Endowment Fund to pay off the remaining loan. Now Phase II is com-

plete!  And the results enhance our church life each week.  And. as we said, we are less than $37,000 away 

from paying off the loan completely! Member Kris Anderson designed and constructed our graceful wooden 

column.  It displays the names of those who have donated so generously to realize our vision.  Please note 

that there still are blank wooden bricks on the column! 

 

Capital Fund donations continue to pay off the Endowment Fund loan.  When it's paid off, gifts will be used 

to build up the fund to start work on Phase III -- our grand new sanctuary and administrative offices.  Want 

to help?  Anyone who donates $100 or more may have their own block added to the column.  Of course, 

gifts of all sizes are needed!  Be part of UUCMP's future! 
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Veterans for Peace is a global organization of military veterans and allies who are dedicated to building a culture of 

peace by using our experiences and lifting our voices. We are an educational organization, teaching peace and in-

forming the public of the true causes and enormous costs of war. The terrible costs of war go far beyond dollar 

expenses and include those killed, wounded and left with lifetime scars. They include the terrible losses to families, 

resulting in cultural scars that are passed down for generations. Modern wars also cause massive environmental 

devastation.  

 

We, as military veterans and associate members, do hereby affirm our responsibility to serve the cause of world 

peace. To this end we will work with others both nationally and internationally 

1. 1. To increase public awareness of the causes and costs of war. 

2. 2. To restrain our governments from intervening, overtly and covertly, in the internal affairs of other nations. 

3. 3. To end the arms race and to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons. 

4. 4. To seek justice for veterans and victims of war. 

5. To abolish war as an instrument of national policy. 

To achieve these goals, members of Veterans for Peace pledge to use non-violent means and to maintain an organi-

zation that is both democratic and open. 

Eight veterans of WW II, Korea and the Vietnam War founded John Steinbeck IV, VFP Chapter 46 of Monterey 

County in 1992. We were initially motivated by the threat of beginning what came to be known as “The First Gulf 

War.” Sadly, there have been many military wars and incursions by our nation since.  

VFP chapter 46 meets every 2
nd

 Friday at the Monterey Peace and Justice Center, 1364 Fremont Blvd in Seaside. 

For information contact chapter President Phil Butler, butlerphil@comcast.net  

.  

FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE WITH THE MINISTERS 

Friday, November 2, 2:30 – 4:00 p.m 

(Please note room change) 

 

Would you enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, and the opportunity to 

chat with the ministers, as well as a few other members and 

friends of UUCMP? If so, be sure to join our First Friday Coffee. 

Revs. Elaine and Axel will host a gathering for members and 

friends in the Canterbury Room of Canter-

bury Woods, 651 Sinex Avenue, Pacific 

Grove. Whether you are a resident there, 

or live elsewhere, please join us for a hot  

beverage and friendly conversation. 

 

HELP!  

???????? 

On June 20 some generous soul(s) 

contributed 47 shares of Procter 

& Gamble stock to the church but 

we have no record of who it was 

from or what it was for. We 

would greatly appreciate your 

letting us know.  

Thanks.  

Harry Nagel, Treasurer 

 

November Shared Plate Recipient 

Veterans for Peace 

mailto:butlerphil@comcast.net


 

As you may have 

heard, as of October 1, 

I am no longer the 

“interim” director of 

religious exploration at 

UUCMP. While no one 

is permanent, now I 

don’t see myself as 

temporary; I’m 

something in between. 

So, this seems like a good time to summarize a 

few of my thoughts and impressions about this 

church and our R.E. program: 

• I have been very active in UU churches for 

the past 22 years. I have attended services 

regularly, served on committees, insisted my 

children participate, performed in skits, taught 

classes, taken classes, and pulled weeds. As I 

tell people all the time, this is the most 

welcoming community ever in the history of 

UU churches. Robert and I have both been 

encouraged to step up, get involved, and 

even have opinions. New people are honestly 

appreciated at this church, without there 

being any impenetrable inner circle. I love 

that about this community. 

• Society is changing rapidly and our programs 

need to keep up. This means that in R.E. we 

are always implementing stricter controls on 

how we manage children, youth, and the 

adults who work with them. When I was a 

child, I remember going with my Sunday 

school teacher after church to visit her tack 

shop (an actual store with actual horse gear!) 

in Carmel Valley. We then went from there to 

her house to share lunch. I don’t remember 

my Sunday school teacher’s name, but I 

certainly remember my connection to her and 

it is a sweet memory. However, my DRE self 

cringes at the idea of a child going on such an 

outing with a church volunteer. For me it was 

lovely, but for too many children, such one-

on-one attention has led to life-altering 

trauma. One of my key responsibilities as DRE 

is to implement procedures that remove the 

opportunity for abuse to occur within our 

congregation. We can’t protect every child 

from every possible threat, but we must grab 

the low-hanging fruit. In R.E., this means that 

adults are never alone with a child or teen 

who is not their own, but this is just one 

example of the ways our program is adjusting 

to the times. 

• We are not alone! One great source of 

wisdom and ideas for me during the past six 

months has been the community of R.E. 

professionals who serve UU churches big and 

small all across the country. Whatever I face 

in my program has been faced before by 

women and men way more experienced than 

I. Thanks to the internet, our church can 

benefit easily from the trials and errors of 

many churches in our association, not just in 

R.E., but all around.  

• We have a beautiful facility for our R.E. 

programs, wonderful materials to work with, 

and loving, intelligent adults who give of their 

own time to form relationships with all our 

children and teens. Some Sunday mornings, I 

have time to travel from class to class and 

absorb the beauty of it all. I wish the whole 

congregation could see what I see. 

 

I send my sincere thanks to all of you who make 

it possible for me to grow into this job and 

exercise a few of my passions as an organizer, 

recruiter, teacher, spreadsheet master, bulletin-

board decorator, googly-eye buyer, and cat 

herder. It’s been fun so far, and I look forward to 

what we are all able to do together in the months 

ahead. 

 

Corey Brunson 

 

Director of Religious Exploration (NOT interim!) 
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RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION  



On Saturday, November 17, at 3 p.m., there will be 

a performance by the Monterey Peninsula Gospel 

Community Choir at UUCMP. 

 

The Monterey Peninsula Gospel Community Choir, 

under the direction of Mr. John L. Nash, Jr., is dedi-

cated to promoting Gospel Music in the Monterey 

area. The singers represent multiple ethnic groups 

and musical backgrounds and are united in their de-

sire to learn and perform a wide variety of music 

from the tradition of Gospel Music. The choir was 

started in 2007. They have the vision to provide 

many things. They give training in the art of per-

forming Gospel Music and education regarding Gos-

pel Music. They create events to expose community 

audiences to the diverse cultures of Gospel Music. 

They provide entertainment and services to the in-

capacitated, the infirm, and the incarcerated.  

 

Tickets are available online through PayPal at 

uucmp.org, at Bookmark Music, or at the door. 

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors and stu-

dents, and children under 12 are free when accom-

panied by a paying adult. Join us for this wonderful 

concert.  
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Musical  

   Offerings 

 

Come uncover the mystery of music with us this 

month. We offer a variety of ways to express your-

self and give back to the community through music. 

  

Currently, the Adult Community Choir meets every 

Thursday from 7-9 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Our Adult 

Community Choir is open to everyone, members 

and nonmembers alike, to explore singing together. 

We are currently preparing for two services per 

month and a special music Sunday in December. We 

will perform Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols 

with harp accompaniment for our special service in 

December. You won’t want to miss out! 

 

If you want to have fun with folk songs and popular 

tunes, come check out our monthly sing along with 

Shawn Kraut! We are scheduled to meet Wednes-

day, November 1, from 5:45-6:45 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary, This group is open to anyone with any instru-

ment to play or sing along. You can bring music or 

use the music other people have brought. Shawn 

Kraut also helps guitar and ukulele players develop 

their skills at any level. This group does not perform 

in services. 

 

This month, our children’s choir will resume. Stu-

dents grades 1-5 are encouraged to come out and 

sing. We meet directly after the first service until 11 

a.m. in the RE Wing. Currently, we are preparing 

for a special song in December. Please ask me if you 

have any questions about this fun opportunity for 

our children. 

 

If you have any other ways you wish to contribute 

to the music department, please feel free to contact 

me. We would love your involvement in this fun 

program. 

 

      — Camille Hatton 

  Come A-Caroling! 

 

On Sunday, December 2, a group 

will visit Gateway Center and Can-

terbury Woods Medical Center in 

Pacific Grove to share Christmas 

Carols with the residents.  We will 

meet at the church at about 2:15 p.m. and leave in a 

carpool to each location.  We should return by 

around 4:30 p.m. All are welcome; please join us! 



Musings on Our 2018 Big Sur Campout 

 

In the shade of redwoods and sycamores  

Setting up camp . . . tent village 

Moving heavy picnic tables 

Eating and cooking together 

River flowing lulling us to sleep 

Owls calling at dawn 

Kids laughing & playing 

Adults connecting  

Teens being free, strengthening their bond  

Capture the Flag, Ninja, Camouflage 

S'mores and marshmallows 

Campfire songs and stories 

Teens rousing rendition of Stone Soup story 

 Pancakes and oatmeal for everyone 

Preparing food, washing dishes, emptying trash 

Long hikes short hikes  

Reading, napping, sun-

ning, playing dominos 

Sweet Sunday morning 

service ~  

Axel, Elaine, Shawn 

Group clean up 

Living in community together 

Basking in beauty, a wonderful time had by all 

 

Thank you, Brian Jacobson for the plentiful  

firewood . . . every year! 

Thank you, Bill Ragsdale-Cronin for your  

generosity, big tables, and stove! 

Thank you, Teresa for all the administrative help! 

Thank you everyone!  We all made it happen! 

Until next year . . . 

 

-Kerry Sissem 
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WOMEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church  

Of the Monterey Peninsula 

 

We welcome all women to our twice monthly 

meetings—the second and fourth Thursdays. 

However, because of the Thanksgiving holiday, 

WDG will meet only once during November. 

 

On November 8th, Susan Hillier will lead our 

discussion of “Money is the Root of All.” 

 

Please join us from 2-3:30 p.m. in the Fireplace 

Room. 

 

 —Nancy Baker Jacobs, Facilitator 

 

 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD 

WORSHIP ASSOCIATES! 

 

 We need talented, dedicated UUers who want 

to contribute to the quality of our worship 

services.  Worship Associates support all Sunday 

services and sometimes provide leadership at 

those services as well.  If you think you’d like to 

try your hand at this vital part of church life, 

please fill out the WA form that can be found 

digitally at the UUCMP website (under members 

only) or physically in our foyer, or speak to the 

ministers.   

 

Men's Breakfast 

Group   

Saturday, November 10, 

8:00 a.m. 

     

 

 

All men are invited to the monthly Men’s 

Breakfast Group. Please let Marsh Pitman 

(marshpitman@gmail.com) know if you will 

attend so we can plan for enough food. Come 

as early as 7:30 if you want to help. 

 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for SUNDAYS in the Order 

of Service or verbal Welcome and 

Announcements from the pulpit is 9 a.m. on 

Wednesdays.  

 

ARTICLES for THE WEEKLY NEWS email is noon,  

Tuesdays. 
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EQUAL EXCHANGE PRODUCTS 

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 4 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fair trade, organic coffee, tea, chocolate 

and olive oil will be available between ser-

vices November 4. Support sustainable 

farmer coops and UUCMP at the same time! 

Cash and checks accepted. 

                Contact: Janet Shing 

 

mailto:marshpitman@gmail.com
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Life Enrichment 
 

 

The Fall Life Enrichment booklets have been 

published. Check on line or at church for 

yours today! 

 

Contact Carol Greenstreet, who is the LE 

Committee Chair. 

 

  

Life Enrichment Programs 

Affinity Groups: 
 

 

Anti-Racism Book Group  

First Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. 

 

Anti-Racism Film Group 

Third Thursdays, 7-9 p.m. 

in the Fireplace Room 

 
 

Men’s Group Breakfasts 

Second Saturdays, 8 a.m.   

Contact: Marsh Pitman 

 

Women’s Discussion Group 

Second and fourth Thursdays, 2 –3:30 p.m.  

Contact:  Nancy Baker Jacobs 

 

T’ai Chi Chih  Wednesdays  

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Contact: Ruth Smith or Jim Eagle 

 

   Sangha continues on Wednesday 

   evenings, 7 to 8:30 p.m.   

 

Friday Night at the Movies is second 

Fridays, 7 p.m.  All are welcome. 

Contact:  John Freeman 

 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Third Sundays, 5-7 p.m. in the sanctuary 

Contact: Barbara Bullock-Wilson 

 

Book Discussion on Being Mortal 

 

Continues 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, at 7:00 p.m. 

(Sessions will be 11/13, 11/27, 12/11, 1/8, 1/22) 

 

What does it mean to live well and to die well? This 

question lies at the heart of our thoughts and feelings 

surrounding the mortality of loved ones, as well as 

our own mortality. 

 

Rev. Axel is continuing to lead 5 more sessions of dis-

cussion of Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters 

the Most in the End by bestselling author and surgeon 

Atul Gawande. An excerpt about the book: 

“Medicine has triumphed in modern times, trans-

forming the dangers of childbirth, injury, and disease 

from harrowing to manageable. But when it comes 

to the inescapable realities of aging and death, what 

medicine can do often runs counter to what it should. 

Through eye-opening research and gripping stories of 

his own patients and family, Gawande reveals the 

suffering this dynamic has produced . . . Riveting, 

honest, humane, Being Mortal shows how the ulti-

mate goal is not a good death but a good life - all the 

way to the end.” 

 

 

Please contact Rev. Axel (minister@uucmp.org) if you 

have questions, or plan to attend. 

 

Suggested donation: $5.00 per session. 

mailto:minister@uucmp.org


 

Grapevine 

Charlotte "Helen" (Sissem) 

Hastings was born on July 

23, 1925, in Kokomo, Indi-

ana.  Along with her twin 

sister Miriam and three old-

er brothers she was raised 

on a small farm in central 

Illinois where they predom-

inately grew corn and had a 

large family  vegetable gar-

den.   

 

Every morning and evening she and her sister milked 

the cows, fed the pigs and chickens, and classically 

walked many miles to and from their one room 

school house no matter what the weather.  She lived 

through the great depression of the 1930's and con-

sequently was very frugal and practical through her 

whole life.   

 

Helen studied music and voice in college and studied 

several years with her voice Maestro in Chicago.  In 

1950 while living at the YWCA in Chicago Helen 

and Rolly Sissem met, and were married in 1952. 

Kerry was born in Chicago in 1953 and Ron was 

born in Long Beach in 1958.  Helen was a devoted 

elementary school teacher for 35 years in the Long 

Beach Unified School District in Southern Califor-

nia.  All her life she adored and delighted in being 

around young children.   

 

Helen's voice studies culminated with a master’s de-

gree in voice from the University of Southern Cali-

fornia in the mid 1960's.  Singing was her lifelong 

passion.  With her gorgeous soprano voice she sang 

in choirs, chorales, civic light operas, symphony cho-

ruses, Carnegie Hall, and many times as guest soloist 

in her sister's, and brother's churches when visiting 

them.  For several years she sang in the Long Beach 

Methodist Church choir along side the great opera 

singer Marilyn Horne.  And she gave private voice 

lessons to many students throughout the years.   

 

After separating from her husband after 12 years of 

marriage she had a major shift in her life when she 

joined the Unitarian Universalist Church of Long 

Beach.  She found her "home" and her "self" when 

she joined this community which helped her define, 

articulate, and live her progressive values and eth-

ics.  She was a member of the Long Beach church 

and their choir for 40 years.   

 

It was there that she met Len Howard.  They had a 

fun, loving, adventurous partnership for nineteen 

years.  They skied, played volleyball, went dancing, 

threw parties, had an active social life with their 

church community, and did a lot of international 

traveling.   

 

In the late 1990's, single again, Helen moved to the 

Monterey Peninsula to be close to Kerry and 

Ron.  She loved the Peninsula and all of Kerry's and 

Ron's friends.  Right away she joined the Unitarian 

Universalists Church of the Monterey Peninsula and 

their choir and was a member for the rest of her 

life.  The UU church was her very beloved commu-

nity.  She was a humanist, believed in science, loved 

being in nature, and enjoyed the simple things in 

life.  She continued to have travel adventures with 

her traveling buddy Dick Hanna for 10 more 

years.  It was with Dick that she went on her famous 

nude cruises.  Yes, nude cruises!   

 

Helen had a very affable personality.  She loved a 

good party full of friends and interesting peo-

ple.  Family, friends, and acquaintances who knew 

her say she had a marvelous laugh, a wonderful 

sense of humor, a zest for life, that she was light 

hearted, good natured, fun, playful, kind, support-

ive, loving, open minded, and always saw the 

brighter side of life.  She adored her grandson Jaden, 

and all of her nieces and nephews.  Her twin sister 

Miriam is the last alive member of the elder Hastings 

clan.  She would want us to have a good time re-

membering and celebrating her life!     

 

There will be a Celebration of Life service for Helen 

on Sunday, November 18, at 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

Grapevine is one project of the Caring Network, a 

group whose mission is to increase and strengthen 

the sense of community at UUCMP. If you or some-

one you know is in need of assistance or has some-

thing to share, please contact the steering committee 

at caringnetwork@uucmp.org 
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FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 7:00 P.M.  

~ Everything Must Go ~  

 

This 2011 comedy-drama directed by Daniela and Dan Rush tells the story of longtime salesman Nick 

Halsey who has seen better days. No longer at the top of his game, Nick, an alcoholic, loses his job 

for showing up drunk one too many times. On the same day, he finds that his wife has dumped him 

-- and his possessions -- on the front lawn of their home. Facing the fact that his life is collapsing 

around him, Nick holds a giant yard sale that turns into a unique survival strategy. 

 

Doors open at 6:45 p.m.  It's free.  Family and friends are welcome.  Refreshments available for a 

small fee.  See you at the movies!  

 

 

Wake Now Your Vision - It’s Easy to Do 

 

New or increased estate plans to benefit UUCMP will bring 

immediate revenue to our church, in addition to the value of 

your bequest when it becomes effective. This is part of the 

Wake Now Our Vision program sponsored by UUA and relat-

ed organizations. 

 

It’s easy to participate. You can: 

 1.  Prepare your estate plan if you haven’t already done so and include a bequest to the       

     church. 

 2.  If you have a will or trust, add a handwritten, signed, dated codicil naming the  

                document you are amending. If you are amending a trust, make sure you comply         

                with the provisions in the trust for amending the trust. 

 3.  Name the church as beneficiary of all or part of your IRA or other retirement plan. 

 4.  Name the church as beneficiary of all or part of your life insurance. 

 5.  Name the church as beneficiary of a “pay-on-death” bank account. 

 

You can also name any of the other participating UU organizations as beneficiary of part or all 

your Wake Now Our Vision bequest and benefit those organizations as well. 

 

See the ministers or any member of the Endowment or Stewardship Committees for more infor-

mation and an enrollment form.  

 

Endowment Committee:  Fran Gaver, Peggy Hansen, Marsh Pittman 

 

Stewardship Committee:  Jane Bell, Carol Collin, Judy Lind, Konny Murray, Harry Nagel, Lynne 

Powers 
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From Dennis Hickman — To Social Justice Com-

mittee members (and future members) 

 

I want to thank all our congregants who attended 

the COPA convention on September 30
th
 in Salin-

as, where the many COPA-member organizations 

(churches, labor unions, schools and citizen-

movements) came together with one voice to 

confront our local political leaders on the issues of 

immigration reform, accessible health care, afford-

able housing and mental health/addiction services  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

reform.  The convention was a great success, and 

will be followed up with individual events focused 

on each of these 4 emphasis areas. 

 

 

 

County Supervisor 

    Jane Parker 

 

 

 

 

    COPA Convention photos by Nicole Asselborn 

SHARED PLATE NOMINATIONS FOR 2018 

ARE DUE BY NOVEMBER 25 

 

Nominations of non-profit agencies for our 

2019 Shared Plate are now open 

 

The Social Justice Committee is now soliciting nom-

ination of non-profit organizations from members 

of the congregation. The nomination must include:  

 

 the name of the organization; 

 a short description of its work and mission; 

 how it fits with our UU principles. 

 

Submission deadline for nominations 

 Sunday, November 25th 

 

Each month the organization chosen will receive 

half of the cash collection from the Sunday services, 

as well as any designated checks.  

 

A representative of the organization and/or a 

church member very familiar with the organization 

will have the opportunity to speak about the or-

ganization on the first Sunday of their organiza-

tion’s month. The organization is also encouraged 

to have a representative at our Social Justice table 

each Sunday to provide information and discuss 

how church members can get involved. 

 

 

 SOCIAL  JUSTICE 
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Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 

or call for an appointment.  Closed Friday. 

 

Co-Ministers 

the Revs. Elaine and Axel Gehrmann 

minister@uucmp.org 

 

 

Director of Religious Exploration  

Corey Brunson 

624-7404 x 2102 

 
 

Church Administrator 

Teresa Mallory 

624-7404 x 2105 

admin@uucmp.org 

 
 
 

Music Director 

Camille Hatton 

624-7404 x 2101 

music@uucmp.org 

 
 

Caring Network 

caringnetwork@uucmp.org 

 

 

NUUsletter Editor 

Carol Collin 

newsletter@uucmp.org 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

Don Reynolds, President  

Be Astengo, Jon Czarnecki, 

Page Galloway, Fred Hamilton,  

Peggy Hansen, Mibs McCarthy 

Harry Nagel, Treasurer 

Lauren Keenan, 

Program Council Moderator  

 

 

Ministers Emeriti: 

The Revs. Fred and Margaret Keip 

 

About UUCMP Publications 

 

Please send NUUslettter submissions as an email attachment by the 

16th to newsletter@uucmp.org, and indicate UUCMP NUUSLETTER 

in the subject line.   

 

Please send submissions for WEEKLY NEWS, the weekly  

announcements, to office@uucmp.org by Tuesday noon. 

 

Check the WEEKLY NEWS and website for news throughout the 

month. 

 

If you have any questions, call the office, 624-7404, or  

e-mail us at office@uucmp.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

of the Monterey Peninsula 

490 Aguajito Road 

Carmel, CA  93923 

 
Return Service Requested  

mailto:hamilton-dennis@att.net
mailto:camillemharrison@gmail.com


Concert 

 

Saturday, November 17, 2018 
3 p.m. 

 
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula 

490 Aguajito Road, Carmel, CA, 831-624-7404 
 

A wonderful, joyous celebratory sound! 
 
 

Tickets available at uucmp.org, Bookmark Music in PG, or at the door. 
$20 adults, $15 seniors and students, children under 12 free with 

accompanying adult. 


	UUCMP November 2018 Newsletter
	MPCGC flyer

