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November Theme:  Giving Praise                     Sunday Services begin at 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

November 3 

 “Reverence and Gratitude” 

Rev. Elaine Gehrmann & Bob Sadler 

Special Reflection by Mark Overgaard 

 

Our worship theme for November is Praise. This 

morning we will consider our human attitudes of 

reverence and gratitude, whether directed to God, 

the Universe, or Life itself, and the common 

elements of these which are found in all religious 

traditions. Mark Overgaard is the current Artist on 

display in our Welcome Hall Gallery, with his 

exhibit "Finding Reverence." 

 

November 10 

“What Kind of Kindness?” 

Rev. Axel Gehrmann & Warren Finch 

 

“My religion is very simple. My religion is 

kindness,” the Dalai Lama says. Albert Schweitzer 

seems to agree. He writes, “As the sun makes ice 

melt, kindness causes misunderstanding, mistrust, 

and hostility to evaporate.” These are beautiful 

sentiments, for sure. And yet, in these complicated 

times, what can we realistically hope to accomplish 

with such simple, random acts?  
 
 

November 17 

“Let It Be a Dance”  

Rev. Elaine Gehrmann & Mary Kay Hamilton 

Special guest dancer Sarah Bush 

(sarahbushdance.org)  

There is a great quote attributed to Emma Goldman, 

"If I can't dance, I don't want to be in your 

revolution." Dance has long been a human 

expression of joy and sorrow, longing and hope, 

romance and revolution, passion and purpose. This 

morning we will explore how dance is also a great 

medium to express praise and thanksgiving. 

 

November 24 

“Grateful for Growth Experiences” 

Rev. Axel Gehrmann & Karen Brown 

 

An unusually tall friend, whose stature was regularly 

remarked upon by those who met her, often 

explained jokingly that in the course of her life she 

had had an over-abundance of “growth 

experiences.” Growth experiences are a polite way 

of describing the kind of events most of us would 

rather avoid: accidents, failures, challenges and 

losses. Spiritual teachings remind us to be thankful 

for life’s abundant blessings. How can we be grateful 

when life doesn’t feel great?  
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Religious Exploration  

for Children and Youth  

 

is offered during the second service for kids,          

preschool and older.   

Quality nursery care is available at each service.   
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On October 5, I again attended the annual Pacific Grove 

Monarch Sanctuary Blessing, which was beautifully led 

by Louise J. Miranda Ramirez, Tribal Chairwoman of the 

Ohlone/Costanoan-Esselen Nation.  It is always a good 

reminder, not only of our community’s desire for a 

healthy sanctuary for the magnificent monarch butterflies 

to return to each winter, but of the long history of na-

tive people in this area and their cultural practices which 

work in harmony with the natural world.  As Unitarian 

Universalists, we affirm as one of our six sources, 

“spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which 

celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in 

harmony with the rhythms of nature.” 

 

November is Native American Heritage Month, and an-

other reason we should care about this is that archaeo-

logical evidence shows that Native Peoples have lived in 

this area of California for at least 10,000 years.  Before 

the Spanish arrived, the central coast of California had 

the densest population of Native Americans anywhere 

north of Mexico.  Over 10,000 people lived in the 

coastal area between Point Sur and the San Francisco 

Bay.  They belonged to about forty different groups, 

each with its own territory and leader.  They spoke at 

least 12 different languages, closely related but each dis-

tinct.  The average size of a group was about 250 peo-

ple, and each language had about 1,000 speakers.   

They were mobile hunter/gatherers who became more 

settled over time, each clan with a main village and sea-

sonal harvest areas.  They were not warlike but did have 

occasional conflicts over breaches of etiquette or territo-

ry disputes.  They engaged in trade up and down the 

coast with other clans and groups.  

 

And despite the horrific decimation of their populations 

and culture, first by Spanish and then U.S. occupation, 

enslavement, disease, and forced assimilation, Native 

Americans still live here.  The Ohlone/Costanoan-Esselen 

Nation (OCEN) represents over 600 enrolled tribal 

members of Esselen, Carmeleno, Monterey Band, Rum-

sen, Chalon, Soledad Mission, San Carlos Mission 

(Carmel) and/or Costanoan Mission Indian descent from 

at least 19 villages from a contiguous region surrounding 

Monterey Bay.  

 

The Ohlone/Costanoan-Esselen Nation is working to re-

vive and teach their language and culture to their chil-

dren and grandchildren.  They are seeking federal reaffir-

mation of their recognition as a tribe.  They are also 

seeking an appropriate place for reinternment of ances-

tral remains that have been desecrated by development.  

They are the recipients of our shared offering this month, 

and we might consider other ways we can be of support 

to them. 

 

This year our UUA Common Read is  An Indigenous 

Peoples' History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar-

Ortiz (Beacon Press, 2015) and An Indigenous Peoples’ 

History of the United States for Young People adapted by 

Jean Mendoza and Debbie Reese (Beacon Press, 2019).  

The UUA says, “In 2020, our nation will approach the 

400th anniversary of the much-mythologized encounter 

at Plymouth between colonists and those native to the 

land, and our own General Assembly 2020, in Provi-

dence, RI, will speak to the truths that contradict the my-

thology. At the same time, movements in response to 

global and local environmental emergencies, many in-

volving UUs, are increasingly recognizing the connection 

between Indigenous rights and climate justice. 

This Common Read invites UU congregations, communi-

ties, and individuals to learn the story of trauma and re-

silience that is the Indigenous Peoples’ History of the 

United States.”  Please consider reading one of these 

books, either on your own, or joining in our Common 

Read book discussion beginning in February. 

 

This November, as we join in celebrations of gratitude 

with family and friends, let us remember the people who 

originally inhabited this land, and commit to educating 

ourselves and supporting their ongoing efforts for recog-

nition, respect and reparation. 

 

See you in church! 

 Elaine 

Ministers’  

Message 

 

Rev. Elaine 

Gehrmann 

https://www.uuabookstore.org/An-Indigenous-Peoples-History-of-the-United-States-P17699.aspx
https://www.uuabookstore.org/An-Indigenous-Peoples-History-of-the-United-States-P17699.aspx
https://www.uuabookstore.org/An-Indigenous-Peoples-History-of-the-United-States-for-Young-People-P18480.aspx
https://www.uuabookstore.org/An-Indigenous-Peoples-History-of-the-United-States-for-Young-People-P18480.aspx
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We currently have four Chalice Circles 

(Covenant Groups or Small Group Ministries) 

providing a way to get to know others while 

exploring issues of UU importance in a com-

fortable setting. Contact Rev, Axel or Sharon 

Miller about joining an existing one or facili-

tating a new one---materials and mentoring 

available! 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 

Anti-Racism Book Discussion Group Tuesday, November 

5, 7 p.m.  See page 13. 

 

Anti-Racism Film Group Thursday, November 21, 7 p.m. 

See page 13. 

   

Board of Trustees meets Wednesday, November 20, at 

5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Buddhist Sangha is every Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

 
 

Community Choir meets Thursdays at 7 p.m. except 

11/28. 

 

Dances of Universal Peace is on  Sunday, November 17, 

5 p.m.  See page 13. 

 
 

Equal Exchange Coffee and Chocolate are available on 

Sunday, November 17. See page 12. 
 
 

Friday Night at the Movies is on November 8, 7 p.m.  

See page 8 for what’s showing. 
 
 
 

I-HELP for Men is Sunday, November 10, 5 p.m.  Sign 

up on the bulletin board if you can help. 
 
 

I-HELP for Women is Sunday, November 24, 4 p.m. 

Sign up on the bulletin board if you can help. 
 
 

Membership Committee meets Wednesday, November 

27, 5:45 p.m. via ZOOM. 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, November 9,  8 a.m. See 

page 12. 
 

Music Committee meets Wednesday, November 6,  

5:30 p.m. via ZOOM. 

 
 

NUUsletter deadline for the November issue is Saturday, 

November, 16. 
 
 

Program Council is Tuesday, November 5, 12:30 p.m., 

at UUCMP or via Zoom.  For Zoom information contact 

Lauren Keenan programcouncil@uucmp.org  

 
 

Sing Along is Wednesday, November 13, 9, 6 – 7 p.m. in 

the Fireplace Room. See page 11 for details. 

 

Social Justice meets Sunday, November 3, 12:45 p.m., in 

the Fireplace Room. 

 

Women’s Discussion Group will meet on Thursday,   

November 14, 2:00 p.m.  See page 12 for details.  

November 3 — Don’t forget! 

mailto:programcouncil@uucmp.org


President’s Corner — Page Galloway 

 

Nothing ever 

goes as 

planned . . . 

 

  

 

 

 

Hello again.  I just got back from my first real 

vacation in nearly a decade.  As most caffeine 

achievers of my cohort, I work too much and 

delay self-care.  Finally, after talking about tak-

ing a vacation for nearly two years, the Mr. and 

I just scheduled it and went.  Was it the perfect 

time to go? Possibly not.  Was it perfect? ABSO-

LUTELY NOT.  Why? Nothing ever goes as 

planned. 

 

Travel is stressful, and I admit to being an anx-

ious traveler.  I’m the person at the airport con-

stantly checking her pockets for her i.d. and 

boarding pass, reviewing the departures board, 

pacing in the waiting area.  It’s who I am.  It 

drives the Mr. nuts. It seems to be my defense 

mechanism to try to control the universe against 

the unexpected.  Why?  Because: nothing ever 

goes as planned. But, after uneventful flights we 

arrived in Washington D.C. and into a late even-

ing with 85 degree temperatures and over 70% 

humidity.  

 

While I had planned for the vagaries of D.C. in 

autumn what I could not plan for was the fol-

lowing day reaching nearly 100 degrees with the 

same high humidity, beyond what had been 

forecast.  We got lost at least twice getting to 

our first destination.  We looked at our ambi-

tious itinerary for the day, and the smoldering 

pavement and determined revisions were in or-

der.  Instead of walking out to the Washington 

Monument we spent most of the day at the   

Library of Congress, my happy place, and 

wound up getting library cards.  We had a fasci-

nating conversation with a genealogist em-

ployed by the Library about researching there 

and using their search engines.  We spent nearly 

two hours in the reading room, enjoying the 

quiet and the beauty of the space.  Truly a tem-

ple of knowledge and wisdom, open to anyone 

who takes the time to go to the bottom most 

floor and ask to get a library card.  We probably 

wouldn’t have had that experience had we stuck 

to our plan for the day.  We went to the Smith-

sonian Air and Space Museum on the mall the 

next day only to find half of the exhibits were 

closed because the building is being remodeled, 

but we learned about the additional location in 

Chantilly, near Dulles Airport and revised our 

plans again to make that trip.  I spent about 

twenty minutes researching the public transit 

system and that too became part of our adven-

ture . . . all because nothing ever goes as 

planned. 

 

So, other than a travelogue, what’s the point?  

The point is that for all our effort at making de-

tailed plans and itineraries, sometimes we need 

to make adjustments.  There is an old saying: 

“Men plan and god laughs.” While we are going 

through our process of executing our overarch-

ing Strategic Plan we are learning more together 

and we are actively looking at what other op-

tions may be a good fit as we continue on our 

path.  Our work, as a community, during the 

next steps weekend revealed a lot of good infor-

mation to us, and we begin our path of discern-

ment, starting with looking at other ways to 

reach our overarching goal of building the be-

loved community and a place where we can all 

worship together.  

 

I look forward to working on this process with 

you as we keep moving forward.  And, if you 

want to see my pictures from the National Con-

servatory of all the really neat plants, let me 

know. 

  

All the best, 

  Page 

Page 4 



 

Hello!  

 

 I am excited to be the   

new acting Director of 

Religious Exploration 

here at the UUCMP!  

 

 

 

 

 

I received my bachelor’s degree in Educa-

tion specializing in Early Childhood from Wash-

burn University in Topeka, Kansas, and taught in 

both the public and private schools for 10 years 

before moving out to the Monterey area with my 

husband Micah, my 3 children Dylan, Kaila, and 

Estella, and several pets. I have enjoyed teaching 

in the Lower Elementary classroom at UUCMP 

for the last couple of years and feel truly honored 

to have been chosen for this position. 

 

I have been a Unitarian Universalist since I 

was 2 years old, in the Unitarian Universalist Fel-

lowship of Topeka in Kansas. Being a UU for my 

entire life has helped to shape me into the person 

I am today. I am hoping to draw from my love 

of nature, music, art, and all things “children” to 

help me in my new position. I have played the 

violin since I was 7 and I’ve taught private and 

small group lessons since I was 18 until I moved 

to the Monterey area. I also enjoy singing in the 

choir at church. I enjoy camping, hiking, and ex-

periencing the beautiful coasts and parks in the 

area. And I am young at heart and enjoy working 

with children of all ages, from birth up to adult. 

 

I first became interested in the role of the 

DRE when my older two children were in their 

Coming of Age class and I volunteered on all of 

their retreats (with their permission). I met several 

other DRE’s on these weekends away, and have 

been interested since then. The idea of being able 

to reach and help guide all of the children in the 

church on their spiritual journey instead of just 

one class is very appealing! I am looking forward 

to this new chapter of my life and to getting to 

know our beautiful church and all of the families 

better! 

 

Thank you, 

Erin Forstein 

 

Acting Director of Religious Exploration  

 

Editor’s note: 

The RE classes need volunteers to keep our pro-

grams running.  Let’s all pitch in and give our 

new RE director a hand. It can be overwhelming 

to take over as a Director of Religious Explora-

tion. Watch for opportunities to share your gifts 

with our children and youth! 
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RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION  

                    Orientation Luncheon 

 

Are you interested in learning more about Unitarian Universalism in general and 

in hearing more about UUCMP? Then please join us for an orientation lunch-

eon on Sunday, November 3, after the second service from 12:30 to 2 p.m.  A 

light lunch will be served, followed by an interactive session led by one of the 

ministers. RSVP to Sharon Sadler.  

 

        Questions? Ask Rev. Axel or Rev. Elaine. 



            

                                Join Our Church!   

 

Our church seeks to be a caring community 

and a welcoming place. 

We strive to deepen our 

religious lives and sup-

port the spiritual growth 

of all who join together 

here, working to build a 

better world beginning 

with ourselves.  

 

If you find you are in sympathy with our prin-

ciples and you are at least 16 years of age, then 

we invite you to sign our membership book.  

 

There is no one single, right path to member-

ship. But here are a few options: participate in 

worship and other events; and consider attend-

ing one of the orientations that are offered two 

or three times a year. There is an orientation 

on Sunday, November 3. See page 5 for de-

tails. Above all, familiarize yourself with our 

congregation.  

 

Then fill out a membership form, which you 

can find at our Welcome Table in the lobby or 

in the church office. The form asks for your 

contact information and provides some infor-

mation about UUCMP's purpose. After you 

return the completed form to the church office, 

you will be contacted by one of the ministers, 

or someone from our Membership Committee, 

to set up a time for you to receive additional 

information about the church, share your 

thoughts about church involvement, and sign 

the Book.  

 

Joining the church entitles you to vote at con-

gregational meetings, at which we adopt budg-

ets, elect officers, and direct the course of 

church programming. Above and beyond that, 

membership is a personal and public expression 

of your support of this religious community, 

the ideals it stands for, and the work it does.  

  

Please join us!  

  

              - Revs. Elaine & Axel Gehrmann  
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Ohlone/Costanoan-Esselen Nation (OCEN) is 

an historically documented previously recog-

nized tribe.  OCEN is the legal tribal govern-

ment representative for over 600 enrolled 

members of Esselen, Carmeleno, Monterey 

Band, Rumsen, Chalon, Soledad Mission, San 

Carlos Mission and/or Costanoan Mission Indi-

an descent.   

 

Despite missionization, government changes, 

broken treaties, devastation to our culture and 

loss of homeland, we have survived.  We are 

waking our language, teaching our children and 

grandchildren their culture.  Though other in-

digenous people may have lived in the area, 

the area is the indigenous homeland of our 

people. 

 

Today all of our Tribal members have genealo-

gy proven links to our 13 core families.  We 

work with a Tribal Government, Tribal Consti-

tution and Bylaws.  We have a Non-Profit or-

ganization, #77-0378095 whose sole purpose 

is to support the OCEN people.   

 

Please consider helping us by contacting elected 

officials in support of OCEN's Federal Reaffir-

mation.  There is more information 

at www.ohlonecostanoanesselennation.org. 

 

November Shared Plate Recipient 

Ohlone/Costanoan-Esselen Nation 

OCEN  

http://www.ohlonecostanoanesselennation.org/


 

 

 

 

Finding Reverence    October 23 through December 8 

 

Mark Overgaard 

 

Reverence is a feeling of deep respect, with a tinge of awe. Growing up, I was marinated in reverence. 

Now it’s a primary theme of my image making and the overall focus of this exhibit. 

 

I was born in Thailand of missionary parents and had the majority of my education through college in 

Christian institutions. I didn’t embrace Christian doctrine, but the reverence moved me deeply. 

 

Returning to India sixty years after my first visits as a child, I found scenes 

of deep Hindu reverence, despite and within the hubbub generated by its 

1.3 billion people.  The reverence in these scenes is matched by the 

handmade printing process I chose for them: the platinotype, a 

nineteenth century method in which the image is formed by fine platinum 

metal particles embedded in the paper. I trust you find beauty and 

empathy with the people in these images and are touched by your shared 

humanity. 

 

Another theme of this exhibit is reverence for our fragile natural world, 

with a focus on the earth’s polar regions, both north and south. These 

areas include vast expanses of 

awe-inspiring beauty, with 

towering snow-clad mountains and glaciers, as well as 

intricate ice sculptures and exquisite, hardy wildlife. I hope 

you find awe in these scenes and a commitment to support 

the conservation of these places, their wild inhabitants. 

__________________________ 

 

Mark Overgaard lives in Scotts Valley, California. After a 

productive career in technology, Mark focuses his retirement 

energy on image making, emphasizing cultural portraits and 

wildlife naturescapes. He is a member of the Center for Photographic Art (CPA) in Carmel, the Image 

Makers of Monterey, the Community of Digital Artists in Scotts Valley, and the North American Nature 

Photographers Association.  His work has been shown in multiple solo exhibits in Santa Cruz and Santa 

Clara counties, as well as in group exhibits at CPA and (with multiple awards in recent years) at 

PhotoCentral in Hayward. 

 

mark@movergaard.com  www.remarkableimagery.net 

 

 

 

  The Comments Book is now in the Welcome Hall  just outside the sanctuary doors. 

 

                                          -Peggy Olsen 

 

ART NEWS 
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mailto:mark@movergaard.com
http://www.remarkableimagery.net
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Book Discussion on  

         21 Lessons for the 21st Century 

 

Dates: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 11/5, 11/19, 12/3, 

12/17 

 

Time: 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

 

Location: Fireplace Room 

 

Are nations and religions still 

relevant? Why is liber-

al democracy in crisis? How 

do we deal with the epidemic 

of fake news? What should 

we teach our children? 

 

Bestselling author Yuval Noah Harari’s 21 Lessons 

for the 21st Century is a probing investigation into 

today’s most urgent issues as we move into the 

uncharted territory of the future. An excerpt about 

the book: "As technology advances faster than our 

understanding of it, hacking becomes a tactic of 

war, and the world feels more polarized than ever, 

Harari addresses the challenge of navigating life in 

the face of constant and disorienting change and 

raises important questions we need to 

ask ourselves in order to survive." 

 

Rev. Axel will continue leading the discussion of 

21 Lessons for the 21st Century, exploring how Ha-

rari’s ideas and insights are relevant for our lives. 

Sessions will provide opportunities for large and 

small group discussion, as well as individual writing 

and reflection. 

 

Please contact Rev. Axel   

(minister@uucmp.org) if you have questions or 

plan to attend. 

 

Suggested donation: $5.00 per session 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8 , 7:00 P.M.  

~ IL POSTINO (THE POSTMAN)~  

 

This 1994 Italian drama/romance, directed by Massimo Troisi and Michael Radford, tells the story of  

when famous exiled Cuban poet Pablo Neruda arrives on a tiny Italian island where life moves slowly.  

There's so much new mail that Mario, a dissatisfied, poorly educated fisherman, is hired as a postman. 

His job is simply to deliver Neruda's daily mail. Shy Mario soon becomes a student of the poet, learn-

ing the art of poetry to woo a beautiful young lady who works in the local village café, and to tell 

about the struggles of the working-class villagers. A beautiful friendship develops, and the postman 

turns into a changed man.  The film won the Oscar for Best Music and was nominated for Best Picture, 

Best Director, Best Adapted Screenplay, and won the BAFTA (British Oscars) for Best Foreign Film.  
 

Doors open at 6:45 p.m.  It's free.  Family and friends are welcome.  Refreshments available for a small 

fee.  See you at the movies!  

FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE WITH THE MINISTERS 

Friday, November 1,  2:30 – 4:00 p.m 

 

Would you enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, and the opportunity to chat with the 

ministers, as well as a few other members and friends of UUCMP? If so, be 

sure to join our First Friday Coffee. Revs. Elaine and Axel will host a gathering 

for members and friends in the Canterbury Room of Canterbury Woods, 651 

Sinex Avenue, Pacific Grove. Whether you are a resident there, or live else-

where, please join us for a hot beverage and friendly conversation. 

mailto:minister@uucmp.org
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Musical Offerings 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Adult Community Choir is open to every-

one, members and nonmembers alike, to explore 

singing together. As an ensemble, we prepare 

special music for two Sunday services per month 

and a special Music Sunday in December. This 

month we will share the beautiful choral works 

Show Us How to Love, Set Me As a Seal, and Still I 

Rise with the congregation. We meet every Thurs-

day from 7-9 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

 

Our Children’s Choir we 

will focus on intervals 

this month. In addition, 

we will start new songs 

to perform in Decem-

ber. Our children’s choir 

is designed for children 

grades K-5; however, I 

am flexible if a child 

wants to participate and is not in that age range. 

Our children explore a variety of simple musical 

concepts, vocal techniques, and engagement with 

service music. We meet every Sunday after the 

first service until 11 a.m. in the RE Wing.  

 

If you want to have fun with folk songs and pop-

ular tunes, come check 

out our Monthly Sing 

Along with Shawn 

Kraut! We are scheduled 

to meet every 2nd 

Wednesday each month 

from 6-7 p.m. in the 

Fireplace Room. This 

month, we will meet on 

November 13th. This group is open to anyone 

with any instrument to play or sing along. You 

can bring music or use the music other people 

bring. Shawn also helps guitar and ukulele players 

develop their skills at any level. This group does 

not perform in services.  

 

If you want to join Shawn in bringing this kind of 

music to the 

service, he is 

starting the 

WhUU are 

UU band 

back up 

again! We 

have a cou-

ple of partic-

ipants, but 

are in need 

of a drummer, bassist, and more vocalists in or-

der to start the group. Contact either Shawn or 

me for more information.  

 

Finally, if you have other ways you wish to con-

tribute to the music here at UUCMP, just let me 

know. Music lifts the heart and soul, and pro-

vides a tapestry behind the seasons of the year, 

and of life. 

 

 

— Camille Hatton 



WOMEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church  

Of the Monterey Peninsula 

 

We welcome all women to our twice monthly 

meetings—the second and fourth Thursdays. 

However, because of the Thanksgiving holiday, 

WDG will meet only once during November. 

On November 14
th
, Peggy Olsen will lead our 

discussion of “The Climate Crisis.” 

 

Please join us from 2-3:30 p.m. in the Fireplace 

Room. 

 — Nancy Baker Jacobs, Facilitator 

 

       

 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD 

WORSHIP ASSOCIATES! 

 

 

We need talented, dedicated UUs who want to 

contribute to the quality of our worship services.  

Worship Associates support all Sunday services 

and sometimes provide leadership at those 

services as well.  If you think you’d like to try 

your hand at this vital part of church life, please   

speak to the ministers.   

 

Men's Breakfast Group   

 

Saturday, November 9, 

8:00 a.m. 

     

 

 

All men are invited to the monthly Men’s 

Breakfast Group. Please let Marsh Pitman 

(marshpitman@gmail.com) know if you will 

attend so we can plan for enough food. Come 

as early as 7:30 a.m. if you want to help. 

   

   

 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for SUNDAYS in the  

Order of Service or Welcome and 

Announcements from the pulpit are due by 9 a.m. 

on Wednesdays.  

 

ARTICLES for THE WEEKLY NEWS email are due 

by noon, Tuesdays. 
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EQUAL EXCHANGE PRODUCTS 

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 17th 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fair trade, organic coffee, tea, chocolate and 

olive oil will be available for purchase      

between the services on November 17. Sup-

port sustainable farmer coops and UUCMP at 

the same time! Cash and checks accepted. 

 

                Contact: Janet Shing 

 

mailto:marshpitman@gmail.com
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Life Enrichment 

 

The Fall Life Enrichment booklets have been  pub-

lished.  Check out all the great groups and activities. 

 

Contact Carol Greenstreet, who is the LE Committee 

Chair. 

 

  

Life Enrichment Programs 

Affinity Groups: 
 

 

Anti-Racism Book Group First Tuesdays, 7-

9 p.m. in the Fireplace Room 

 

Anti-Racism Film Group Third Thursdays, 

7-9 p.m. in the Fireplace Room  

 

Men’s Group Breakfast 

Second Saturdays, 8 a.m.   

Contact: Marsh Pitman 

 

Women’s Discussion Group 

Second and fourth Thursdays, 2 –3:30 

p.m. Contact:  Nancy Baker Jacobs 

 

T’ai Chi Chih  Wednesdays  

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Contact: Ruth Smith or Jim Eagle 

 

Sangha continues on Wednesday 

evenings, 7 to 8:30 p.m. Contact: Rev. 

Dennis Hamilton 

 

Friday Night at the Movies is second 

Fridays, 7 p.m.  All are welcome. 

Contact: John Freeman 

 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Third Sundays, 5-7 p.m. in the sanctuary 

Contact: Barbara Bullock-Wilson 

 

 

 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

OF THE MONTEREY PENINSULA 

 

Welcoming all, we worship together  

with loving hearts and open minds,  

promoting peace, equality, and respect for 

the Earth.  Questioning, reflecting,  

learning, leading ... we change ourselves  

as we change the world. 

     Super Flea Family Market 

 

The UUCMP Super Flea 

rummage sale will be Fri-

day and Saturday,  April 

17- 18, 2020, with set-up 

Tuesday through Thurs-

day, April 13-16. Start 

setting aside your best 

items. For more infor-

mation, please contact Mibs McCarthy. 

         Cuban Salsa Dance Class 

   

Join us on Monday evenings from 5:30 – 

6:30 p.m. for Cuban Salsa dance classes 

with instructor Rocio from Peru.  No ex-

perience or partner is necessary!  Wear 

comfortable clothes and shoes and be 

prepared for a lot of fun.  Classes will be held every 

week through December 2.   

 

              — Suggested donation $5.00 

Celtic Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 8, 2 p.m. 

 

Come celebrate the holidays with a rousing and spirited 

performance of seasonal songs, music and tales with 

Taelen Thomas, Amy Krupski, & Shannon Warto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Admission $20, $15 seniors & students, under 12 free 

with paying adult. 



1. Overview 

— On Satur-

day, Oct 12
th
 

2019, three 

of our    

COPA Core 

Team mem-

bers from 

UUCMP, 

Lauren Kee-

nan, Laura 

Nagel, and 

Rev. Craig 

Scott, met 

with other 

COPA lead-

ers for an all-day retreat at Mission San Juan 

Bautista. There were over 50 attendees from 

Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties. 

Our purpose was to focus on growing COPA’s 

power within the region.  

 

We began the day with small group discussions 

of an article we had read on Solidarity. 

 a)  Solidarity is a concept from ancient times 

about groups sharing economic conditions 

through common debts and ownership. 

 b) Unlike charity which underscores economic 

differences and maintains hierarchy. 

 c) Unions are based upon solidarity for shared 

economic interests. 

 d) The article discussed proposed Green New 

Deal requiring us to come together and operat-

ing together on the basis of shared interests. 

 
2. One-on-one Relational Meeting 

 a) Relational meeting foundational to IAF and 

COPA. 

 b) All COPA members need to commit to 

build relationships based on shared interests. 

 c) A relational meeting is basically about get-

ting to know one another, discovering what 

we want to fight for, what are issues we face in 

our lives, and how we can work together. 

 

3. Power Analysis of COPA 

 a) COPA has grown to 26 member organiza-

tions since it was formed in 2003. 

 b) A power analysis presented by Mark Ste-

phens of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Live 

Oak stated that while we have built power 

with local officials, we still need to build rela-

tionships with local economic interests. 

 c) We also want to raise hard money, as dis-

tinct from grants which come with require-

ments for COPA’s agenda. More hard money 

makes COPA more independent and more able 

to set its own agenda. 

 

4. Meetings by Issues 

 a) Esperanza Healthcare in Monterey County. 

A meeting was proposed with all Monterey 

County candidates for a supervisor to ask them 

to be accountable for increasing funds to Es-

peranza Healthcare to be able to serve more 

undocumented and indigenous persons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  — continued on page 15 
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COPA Retreat October 12th at San Juan Bautista Mission  



Meetings by issues, cont. 

 

b) Kaiser’s move to Live Oak, Santa Cruz 

County. COPA will continue to work with Kai-

ser on its plans for a new multi-billion dollar 

facility to be built in Santa Cruz County, which 

will include mental health services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 c) Renters’ Rights work ongoing in Monterey 

County. We are working with the mayor of 

Seaside to create a Renters’ Bill of Rights, 

Housing and Healthcare Task Forces of Monte-

rey will work together to ask county supervisor 

candidates to support housing as well as health 

care initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Meeting of Core Teams. A Core Team meet-

ing will be scheduled at UUCMP for early No-

vember to schedule relational meetings wo 

support housing and healthcare work. 

 

6. COPA Drive for Sustained Giving.  All at-

tendees were asked to go back to member in-

stitutions to gather funding sustained commit-

ments. The goal is to raise $100 per month per 

institution. 
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SHARED PLATE NOMINATIONS 

FOR 2020  

 

The Social Justice Committee is now so-

liciting nominations of non-profit organ-

izations from members of the congrega-

tion.  The nomination must include: 

• Name of the Organization; 

• Short description of its work and 

mission; 

• How it fits with our UU Principles. 

 

Submission deadline for nominations is 

Sunday, November 24th. Forms are 

available at church on the credenza or 

here. 

 

Each month the organization chosen will 

receive half of the cash collections from 

the Sunday services, as well as any desig-

nated checks. 

 

A representative of the organization 

and/or a church member very familiar 

with the organization will have the op-

portunity to speak about the work and 

mission of the group on the first Sunday 

of their designated month.  The Social 

Justice committee provides a table each 

Sunday where additional information 

can be distributed. 

https://forms.gle/zCVsDbxeRnEJKueu5


 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 

or call for an appointment.  Closed Friday. 

 

Co-Ministers 

the Revs. Elaine and Axel Gehrmann 

minister@uucmp.org 

 

 

Acting Director of Religious Exploration  

Erin Forstein 

dre.erin@uucmp.org 

 
 

Church Administrator 

Ray Krise, 

831- 624-7404 x 2105 

admin@uucmp.org 

 

Office Assistant 

Ann Johnson 

831- 624-7404 x 2104 

office@uucmp.org 

 

Music Director 

Camille Hatton 

624-7404 x 2101 

music@uucmp.org 

 
 

Caring Network 

caringnetwork@uucmp.org 

 

 

NUUsletter Editor 

Carol Collin 

newsletter@uucmp.org 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

Page Galloway, President  

Mibs McCarthy, Secretary 

Harry Nagel, Treasurer 

Lauren Keenan, 

Program Council Moderator  

Be Astengo, Jon Czarnecki, 

Fred Hamilton, Peggy Hansen, Kent 

Weinstein 

 

Ministers Emeriti: 

The Revs. Fred and Margaret Keip 

 

About UUCMP Publications 

 

Please send NUUslettter submissions as an email attachment by the 

16th to newsletter@uucmp.org, and indicate UUCMP NUUSLETTER 

in the subject line.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for SUNDAYS Order of Service or Welcome 

and Announcements from the pulpit are due by 9 a.m. on Wednes-

days. Submit to: admin@uucmp.org. 

ARTICLES for the WEEKLY e-NEWS, can be submitted to of-

fice@uucmp.org by Tuesday noon. 

 

Check the WEEKLY NEWS and website for news throughout the 

month. 

 

If you have any questions, call the office, 624-7404, or  

e-mail us at office@uucmp.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

of the Monterey Peninsula 

490 Aguajito Road 

Carmel, CA  93923 

 
Return Service Requested  

mailto:hamilton-dennis@att.net
mailto:camillemharrison@gmail.com

