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March Theme: Covenant                         Sunday Service begins at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom online meeting 

March 7 

 “Promises, Promises” 

Rev. Elaine Gehrmann & Susan Panttaja  

 

It is often said that Unitarian Universalism is a 

covenantal faith. Unitarian Universalist Association 

(UUA) President Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray has called 

the UUA the "embodiment of covenant  . . . life-giving, 

life-affirming and justice-centered." This morning we 

will explore what this might mean for us, and consider 

the promises we make to one another. 

 

March 14 

“We Hold These Truths to Be Self-Evident” 

Rev. Axel Gehrmann & W.A. Natalie Fryberger 

 

These are the well-known words of one of our 

Unitarian heroes, Thomas Jefferson, immortalized in 

the Declaration of Independence. But was it indeed self

-evident for Jefferson that all people are created equal? 

From today’s vantage point, of course, it is clear the 

rights Jefferson envisioned were reserved for only a 

section of the population - people like him: wealthy, 

white men. And yet I wonder: How self-evident are 

the inequalities and social realities of gender, class, and 

race today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 21 

“Our Covenant with Creation "   

Rev. Elaine Gehrmann & W.A. Ray Krise 

 

As we celebrate the Spring Equinox, it is a good time to 

consider the wonders of our earthly home, and our 

obligations to fulfill our responsibilities as its inhabitants. 

What might we owe our Mother Earth and our fellow 

creatures?  

 

March 28 

“Loyalty” 

Robin Jensen & W.A. Ann Jacobson 

 

Loyalty — It is not listed as one of the seven heavenly 

virtues, but nevertheless we hold it in high esteem, 

and some say it is the most important quality of all. 

What is loyalty? When and why do we give it? Is it 

earned or freely given? Under what circumstances 

must or should we withdraw it? Are we even human 

if we have no loyalty? Robin Jensen and Ann 

Jacobson will examine loyalty as a fundamental 

aspect of our lives. 
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“Mars tugs at the human imagination like no other 

planet. With a force mightier than gravity, it at-

tracts the eye to the shimmering red presence in 

the clear night sky.” 

                          – John Noble Wilford 

 

The month of March is named for Mars, the Ro-

man deity who is both a god of war and of agri-

culture.  In the ancient Roman Empire, March was 

especially filled with festivals in his honor. 

 

On Thursday, February 18, I laughed, I cried, I 

gritted my teeth, I clenched my fists, and trembled 

in my chair during the nail-biting approach . . . 

immobilized with tension along with all the NASA 

scientists lined up at their terminals, masked, 

watching their screens, aware of all the things that 

could go wrong, all the millions of minute actions 

that had to happen just right…  and I shouted 

with tearful joy and elation along with them as 

the Perseverance rover landed successfully on 

Mars.   

 

After a nearly 300 million mile, 6 month journey 

the Perseverance landed flawlessly and is set to 

embark on its historic mission of searching for 

signs of ancient life on Mars.  It will collect rock 

samples, record sounds, and launch a first-ever 

helicopter, Ingenuity.   

 

Eight years ago, in August of 2012, my daughter 

and I were sitting in a planetarium in central Illi-

nois, after midnight, experiencing a similar combi-

nation of intense trepidation and ebullient exhila-

ration as we watched the amazing coverage of the 

Curiosity rover landing on Mars.  This was the first 

time the elaborate multi-step landing maneuvers 

were used, including a supersonic parachute, eject-

ing the heat shield, retro-rockets on the landing 

platform, and finally a “skycrane” which lowered 

the rover to the surface.   

 

These amazing feats of engineering and science, 

computation, robotics, physics and chemistry, 

boggle the mind, and astonish the spirit.  We 

know only too well the failings of humanity, our 

ability to be selfish, cruel, and destructive.  But the 

ability to not only imagine a spaceship traveling to 

Mars and landing an incredibly complex mobile 

science lab there, but also to make it happen, now 

five times, and all the many decisions and choices 

and innovations and people that were involved, 

gives me hope. 

 

This March, as we celebrate the return of spring, 

the increasing availability of vaccines, and a de-

creasing number of infections and deaths; may our 

thoughts turn to a future where we might contin-

ue to put our scientific knowledge to such positive 

actions—for health, for humanity, for exploration 

and discovery, and for the preservation of our 

own beloved planet; and may our hearts be filled 

with hope.   

 

See you in (virtual) church, 

 

 

 Elaine 
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SCHEDULED EVENTS 

 

Anti-Racism Book & Film  Discussion Group 

Tuesday, March 2, 7 p.m. via Zoom. See page 

5.   

 

Board of Trustees meets Wednesday, March 17, 

at 5:45 p.m. via Zoom. 

 
 

Buddhist Sangha is every Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

via Zoom. See page 9. 

 

Community Choir meets Thursdays at 7 p.m. 

via Zoom. 
 
 
 

I-HELP for Men and I-HELP for Women is sup-

ported now by financial donations to UUCMP. 

We will still continue to provide monthly 

meals.  If you can help, please consider sending 

a check to the church or clicking the DONATE 

button on the UUCMP website and indicating 

that the donation is for I-HELP. 
 
 

Membership Committee meets Wednesday, 

March 24, 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

 

Men’s Breakfast Group meets Saturday, March 

13, 8:30 a.m. via Zoom. See article to the left. 

 
 

Music Committee meets Wednesday, March 3, 

5:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

 
 

NUUsletter deadline for the April issue is  Tues-

day, March 16. 
 
 

Program Council is Tuesday, March 2, 12:30 

p.m. via Zoom.  For Zoom information contact 

Lauren Keenan programcouncil@uucmp.org  

 
 

Sing Along will meet on Wednesday, March 10, 

5:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

 

Social Justice meets Sunday, March 7, 12:00 

p.m., via Zoom. See pages 17-19. 

 

Stewardship will meet Wednesday, March 17, 1 

p.m. via Zoom. 

 

Women’s Discussion Group meets March, 11 

and 25,  2 p.m. via Zoom. See on article page 

15. 

 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for SUNDAYS in the Order of 

Service or Welcome and Announcements from the 

pulpit are due by 9 a.m. on Wednesdays.  ARTICLES 

for THE WEEKLY NEWS email are due by noon, 

Tuesdays. 

Life Enrichment 

 

The 2021 Winter Life Enrichment booklet has been 

published online at uucmp.org. To access it from the 

web site, click on the Learning tab and scroll down to  

“Adult Programs — Life Enrichment.”  Check out all 

the great groups, classes, and activities that are availa-

ble via Zoom. 

 

For questions, please contact Carol Greenstreet, who 

is the LE Committee Chair. 

 

      Men’s Breakfast Group 

 

Saturday, March 13, at 8:30 a.m. 

 

All men are invited to the monthly Men’s Breakfast 

Group via Zoom. We encourage you to settle in at 

your computer or phone with a cup of coffee and/or 

breakfast food and join our conversation.  

 

Please let Marsh Pitman (marshpitman@gmail.com) 

or Rev. Axel (minister@uucmp.org) know if you will 

attend.  

 

Our Zoom Meeting ID is: 966 8868 2550. You can 

join via phone (call 669-900-9128), or via computer - 

simply click on this link: https://zoom.us/

j/96688682550 

mailto:programcouncil@uucmp.org
mailto:marshpitman@gmail.com
mailto:minister@uucmp.org
https://zoom.us/j/96688682550
https://zoom.us/j/96688682550


President’s Corner — Jon Czarnecki 

Our daffodils are out in 

Spreckels.  Not as many 

as we grew in Carmel 

Valley, but these happy 

creatures still have their 

smiles beaming sunlight 

to anyone who will 

pause to admire them.   

Can our lupine and pop-

pies be far behind? 

 

Spring has sprung.  The Spring Equinox comes early 

this year, on March 19
th
, and I for one cannot wait.  

How can I keep my heart from singing! 

 

Being a displaced Easterner, I have observed the very 

different Eastern and Western Springs.  In the East, 

Spring comes in soft, quiet, and reflective – in pastel 

palates of dogwood and rhododendron and crocuses 

and narcissus (paperwhites), all covered with the 

light young green leaves of the deciduous forests.   A 

Western Spring is big and bold, with cartoon action 

slashes of intense purple and golden orange upon the 

impossibly deep green of our hills.  Not coincidental-

ly was John Steinbeck’s first novel titled, the Pastures 

of Heaven. 

 

Western Springs are forceful, and sometimes a bit 

forced.  They are wakeup calls for the future, like 

that old 40s song, When the red, red robin comes 

bob, bob, bobbin’ along, tells us cheerfully but with 

bite: “Get up, get up, you sleepy head; Get up, get 

up, get out of bed.” That’s fine when you’re 30, 

even 40 or 50.  But by the time 60 and further roll 

around, it gets a bit much.  Muscle and bone ache, 

and our mind and body seem to say, “Been there.  

Done that.  Got the Tee Shirt.”  At least for me it 

does.  When my dogs start calling me to get up, get 

out of bed and greet those daffodils at 7 a.m., I tell 

them grumpily, “Go back to bed!”  Sadly, they lie 

back down. (Dogs have infinite patience along with 

unconditional love and loyalty.) 

 

These days I find myself nostalgic for Eastern Springs.   

I think of Aaron Copland’s Appalachian Spring Suite, 

written for Martha Graham, the classic modern 

dance pioneer.  Vigorous, but with a bounce, not a 

smack.  And of course, there is Copland’s riff on the 

old Quaker hymn, Tis the Gift to be Simple.  The song 

is a gentle inspiration to grab a hoe, get out and start 

your crops.  You can almost hear the rhythm of the 

horse and plow in the beats to the hymn.   I smell 

the good dark river bottom dirt in my old Delmar, 

New York backyard when I hear that music.    

Of course this is a reverie, and a rose-colored one, 

too.  As many of us do, I too find the grass always 

greener on the other side of the road.  I think that 

kind of exciting tension was a driving force to get 

our ancestors into those very uncomfortable prairie 

schooners and spend a summer “vacation” traveling 

across the Great Plains, Rocky Mountains, Great Ba-

sin, and Sierra Nevada Mountains – to see the fields 

on the other side.   

 

But as we age, we become less enthusiastic about the 

excitement that great adventures and uncertainties 

present us – like trying new foods, new clothes, new 

technologies, new places.  We enjoy the rapidly re-

ducing number of certainties that we experience as 

creature comforts.  We enjoy the Springs that we 

grew up with, that left us with the best memories.  I 

strongly suspect that some of us who are native 

Westerners would feel as nostalgically as I do if they 

were displaced to the East Coast.    

 

Shakira, the international popstar, once said this to 

an interviewer: “We are all songs of God.”  I believe 

that Spring is the time when our inner songs re-

harmonize themselves with the symphonic song of 

the universe.   East or West, spring awakens us to 

possibility and hope, and encourages us to express 

those possibilities and hope through our everyday 

living.   For some of us that means tending to our 

gardens and crops and animals.  For others it means 

Spring cleaning – a physical expression of clearing the 

cobwebs of our mind that accumulated through long 

Winter.   Yet for others, it is the burst of creative 

thought from the fog that weighed us down with the 

darkness of short days.   

 

On the hillsides near my home, so recently scarred 

from the last fire season, life is returning.  I see it 

from afar, as I am writing these words.  And when I 

venture nearer, I can hear their songs, now a little 

out of tune but searching for a harmony.  It is 

enough. 

 

How can I keep my heart from singing? 

 

Peace, 

Jon 
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A Message from      

the Intern 

 

 

 

In the book Braiding 

Sweetgrass, author Robin Wall Kimmerer tells the 

Mayan story of creation. As the story goes, the 

gods make several attempts at creating humans. 

The first three attempts failed: The people of 

mud are too fragile and clumsy. The people of 

wood lack compassion. The people of light are 

too arrogant. Finally, the gods got it right. They 

created the people of corn, “who would live 

right in the beautiful world they had created, in 

respect and gratitude and humility.”   

 

Kimmerer relates this story to our own under-

standing of the world around us, an understand-

ing informed by science. She suggests that the 

Mayan creation story serves as a sacred lens for 

viewing our own relationship to Earth and each 

other, at a time when both science and wisdom 

are needed. She writes, “Only when people un-

derstand the symbiotic relationships that sustain 

them can they become people of corn, capable 

of gratitude and reciprocity.” 

 

In modern society, it is easy to lose sight of the 

symbiotic relationships that sustain us – relation-

ships amongst us and the plants that give us oxy-

gen, the soil that nurtures our food, all the inhab-

itants of the planet we share. If we do not see 

those relationships, it is especially easy to forget 

all we have been given and what we owe to 

each other. 

 

This time of year coincides with the Christian 

practice of Lent. Lent is often framed as a time to 

give up certain things, to atone for sins and draw 

closer to God. I like to think of Lent as a time of 

giving back, to make changes that help me “live 

right in the beautiful world.” It is a time to re-

commit to a practice of gratitude and reciprocity, 

to draw closer to All.  

 

During this Lenten season, I will honor my con-

nections to the Earth 

(e.g., rely less on pack-

aged foods, support local 

organic farmers). I will 

honor my human siblings 

through redoubled ef-

forts to build Beloved 

Community (e.g., contin-

uing education, support 

organizations engaged in 

this work). Most of all, at this time and through-

out the year, I will try to walk in this world with 

respect and gratitude and humility. 

 

 Yours in Faith, 

 Susan 
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Anti-racism Film Discussion - Small Axe 

 

On Tuesday, March 2, at 7 p.m., via Zoom, we will be discussing Steve 

McQueen's terrific anthology film series Small Axe.  It consists of five films 

which tell distinct stories about the lives of West Indian immigrants in London 

from the 1960s to the 1980s and can be viewed on Amazon Prime video.  Par-

ticipants are encouraged to watch all five films ahead of time and then join us 

for discussion.  The Zoom link for the discussion is:           

                       https://uuma.zoom.us/j/99856585751  

 

For more information contact Rev. Elaine at rev.elaine@uucmp.org 

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/99856585751
mailto:rev.elaine@uucmp.org


 

   

 

 Parades 

 Spring 

 Covenant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we head into March, marching on towards 

Spring with our colors flying high, I can only 

think of parades. The St. Patrick’s Day parade 

was always such a big deal for me when I was 

younger, and for my children as well. My uncle 

opened a bookstore in downtown Topeka, 

Kansas, when my son Dylan was a baby, and 

my family would congregate at his shop to 

watch it. I always loved seeing the nifty cool 

floats and classic cars go by, I loved jumping up 

as a child (and child at heart) for the candy and 

especially for the beads! Oh, the beads! A St. 

Patrick’s Day is just not complete without a 

bunch of cheap plastic strings of beads around 

my neck, deftly caught from passing floats as I 

screamed out my war cry of “BEADS!!!”  

Yeah . . . Fun times. 

 

The parade is such a small 

thing compared with every-

thing else we are dealing 

with and putting up with. 

There are bigger issues, way 

more important issues to 

focus on. But to me, the pa-

rade stands for childhood, 

for letting go, for embracing 

the new, and welcoming 

Spring. It encompasses all of the excitement, the 

sugar, the noise and music and colors and insan-

ity of the crowds. It stands for “Before.”  

 

 

Think back to parades of your past. Where did 

you see your last parade? The very last one I 

attended was the amazing Light Parade in Pacif-

ic Grove. Now that was a parade! One of my 

very favorites, and I have been to a lot! The 

diversity of music and light dancers, of holidays 

and cultures were woven so seamlessly into an 

event that has not left my thoughts. The joy was 

tangible, it could be felt in passing groups of 

people, as friends saw one another from the 

sidewalks and floats and hollered out hellos of 

happiness. Estella saw several friends, and glee-

fully waved and cheered on their floats!  

 

It has been a while since we have experienced a 

good parade. And I doubt we will see a St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade this year. My fingers are 

crossed that next year will be the magical year, 

where we will come together in a slightly dis-

tanced crowd, probably masked, but that’s ok. 

We will watch the amazingly awesome floats go 

by, the cool old-fashioned cars, the high school 

marching bands and the bagpipers. And yes, 

there will definitely be beads. 

 

        

  Erin Forstein 

         Director of Religious Exploration  
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RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION  

Pacific Grove Light Parade 



Since 1905, the SPCA for Monterey County has 

been changing the lives of the animals they re-

home who then change the lives of the folks 

who adopt them.  For many years, the SPCA 

offered Monterey County residents a self-serve 

Pet Food Bank. Pet owners would drive onto 

our campus, pull up to the storage shed and 

help themselves. Some visitors would kindly do-

nate pet food to help keep our food bank 

stocked, while more would take it. This was a 

good use of assorted brands of donated food 

which we couldn’t feed shelter animals who 

need a consistent diet; more importantly, it pro-

vided a valuable service for low or fixed-income 

folks. This program cost nothing to manage.  

  

COVID-19  changed this. Our on-site Pet Food 

Bank was no longer enough to meet the com-

munity's needs. To reach a growing number of 

pet owners facing new and significant economic 

hardships, we’ve been bringing pet food out to 

the community, partnering with cities where we 

see the greatest need, averaging two monthly 

events. We bring a box truck filled with pet 

food, then our small team of staff and volun-

teers loads food into trunks, hatchbacks and 

truck beds as pet owners enter our drive-

through line. We help a few hundred people 

per event, providing a month’s worth of food, 

which can prevent animals from being surren-

dered or worse -- going without food. We dis-

tribute food for all kinds of pets, even horses, 

chickens and pet birds. Early on during the pan-

demic, the SPCA surpassed being able to operate 

this vital community service with donated pet 

food. During an average year, we would pro-

vide at no cost approximately 5,000 pounds of 

pet food. Since May, we’ve already distributed 

more than 100,000 pounds and expect this 

number to grow as we continue hosting com-

munity food distribution events and maintaining 

a food bank on our campus. We are now mak-

ing regular, large purchases of pet food to meet 

the growing need, which we fully expect to 

continue. We depend greatly on donor support 

to maintain this program and can't thank the 

Unitarian Universalist Church enough for select-

ing the SPCA as a beneficiary of your "Share the 

Plate" program. 

  

Scott Delucchi, President & CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please give generously to this worthy organiza-

tion. 

Page 7 

March Shared Plate Recipient 

 

SPCA Pet Food Bank 
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Musical Offerings 

Come check out the fun and exciting activities from 

our music department. 

Our Adult Community Choir is open to everyone, 

members and nonmembers alike, to explore singing 

together. As an ensemble, we prepare special music 

for various Sunday services. We meet every Thurs-

day from 7-9 p.m. In March we will be meeting via 

Zoom for rehearsals. No experience nor commit-

ment necessary! We look forward to Zooming with 

you. 

 

If you would like to be a song leader for hymns, let 

me know! 

 

Our Children’s Choir is also open to all children. 

While it is geared towards children in 1st-8th 

grades, all are welcome. We meet every Thursday 

from 3:30-4:00 p.m. in the music Zoom room. 

 

 

Also, if you are looking to just join other voices in a 

cacophonous karaoke style sing-along, then you are 

in for a treat. Sing Along with Shawn will be availa-

ble in a fun, interactive manner via Zoom and 

YouTube. We will meet on 2nd Wednesday of the 

month from 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

 

All music meetings will convene via this Zoom link: 

 

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://

cccconfer.zoom.us/j/8287611715 

Or iPhone one-tap (US 

Toll):  +16699006833,8287611715#  or 

+13462487799,8287611715# 

Or Telephone: Dial:    +1 669 900 6833 (US Toll) 

Meeting ID: 828 761 1715 

Password: music (case sensitive) 

 

Unfortunately, our other ensembles will be on hold 

until we can resume in person. However, if you like 

to sing or play an instrument and are willing to try 

some technological experiments, I am open to 

hearing from you. 

 

Finally, if you have other ways you wish to contrib-

ute to the music here at UUCMP, just let me know! 

music@uucmp.org 

     

                   — Camille Hatton 

 

 

https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/8287611715
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/8287611715
mailto:music@uucmp.org
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Life Enrichment Programs 

Affinity Groups: 

 

 

No groups will meet face-to-face in 

March. Some will meet via Zoom. 

 

Anti-Racism Book and Film Discussion First 

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Men’s Breakfast Group meets second          

Saturdays 8:30 a.m. via Zoom 

Contact: Marsh Pitman or Rev. Axel 

 

Women’s Discussion Group  Second and 

fourth Thursdays, 2 – 3:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

Contact:  Nancy Baker Jacobs. See page 15. 

 

Buddhist Sangha will continue via Zoom on 

Wednesday evenings, 7 to 8:30 p.m. Con-

tact: Rev. Dennis Hamilton 

 

Friday Night at the Movies will not meet in 

March. Contact: John Freeman for any ques-

tions. 

 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Will not meet in March. Contact:  Barbara 

Bullock-Wilson if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW 

GOOD WORSHIP ASSOCIATES 

 

We need talented, dedicated UUs who want 

to contribute to the quality of our worship 

services.  Worship Associates support all Sun-

day services and sometimes provide leader-

ship at those services as well.  If you think 

you’d like to try your hand at this vital part 

of church life, please contact the ministers. 

 

                      Join Our Church! 

 

 

Even in these pandemic times - especially, in this times - 

our church seeks to be a caring community and a wel-

coming place. We strive to deepen our religious lives 

and support the spiritual growth of all who join togeth-

er here, working to build 

a better world beginning 

with ourselves. 

 

If you find you are in sym-

pathy with our principles 

and you are at least 16 

years of age, then we invite 

you to sign our member-

ship book.  

 

Joining the church entitles you to vote at congregation-

al meetings, at which we adopt budgets, elect officers, 

and direct the course of church programming. Above 

and beyond that, membership is a personal and public 

expression of your support of this religious community, 

the ideals it stands for, and the work it does. 

 

If you are interested in becoming an “official” member 

of UUCMP, contact the ministers (minister@uucmp.org). 

 

Please join us! 

   

 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF THE MONTE-

REY PENINSULA 

 

Welcoming all, we worship together with loving 

hearts and open minds,  

promoting peace, equality, and respect for the Earth.  

Questioning, reflecting,  

learning, leading . . . we change  

ourselves  

as we change the world. 

mailto:minister@uucmp.org


The Stewardship Committee chose the theme 

Growing Stronger Together for our annual oper-

ating fund drive to emphasize that even when 

we cannot be together physically, our communi-

ty goes on.  Committees meet on Zoom to keep 

the work of UUCMP going forward.  The minis-

ters and staff continue their efforts on our behalf.  

Our Sunday services are well-attended, and the 

after-worship breakout rooms give us a chance 

to catch up with one another.   

  

In conversations with congregants, stewards are 

hearing how much many of us would like to be 

able to be back in the sanctuary for worship . . . 

back in community.  Some folks are feeling iso-

lated and alone, even as they attend virtual wor-

ship.  All of our lives have been disconcertingly 

disrupted, and some days can be harder than 

others.   

  

Hearing about the hurt felt by some in our con-

gregation reminds us of how important our com-

munity is for all of us.  It is tough for some of us 

to feel connected only through our computer 

screens.  A few of us are not online and so have 

no way to connect without coming to church.    

  

This is a gentle nudge for all of us to check in 

with one another.  When will we be able to get 

back together?  There is no date certain . . . late 

spring seems unlikely; mid-summer, perhaps; fall 

FOR SURE!  And we will all celebrate that re-

gathering. 

 

Pledging update:  Even in these disruptive times, 

generosity abounds in our congregation.  As of 

February 21, (press deadline) we had 51 pledges 

from individuals and families totaling $246,827. 

The average pledge was $4,840; the median 

pledge was $3,000. 23 pledges were made 

online – that is a big increase over last year.  48 

of the pledges were from folks who had also 

pledged last year, and their average pledge in-

creased by 4% overall. All UUCMP Board mem-

bers, Stewardship Committee members, and 

stewards have pledged! 

  

Why is pledging needed?  Because the total 

amount of pledges is what makes up the bulk of 

our budget . . . every pledge - no matter the dol-

lar amount - is vital.  YOUR PLEDGE IS VITAL.  

Pledges add up to allow the spiritual and social 

justice work of our community to go on.   

 

The Stewardship Committee and all our helping 

stewards genuinely want to give everyone a hug.  

Let us know how you are.  Consider completing 

the questionnaire that came in your pledge pack-

et and send it in.  Want an extra phone call?  Let 

us know.  We also encourage everyone to “stay 

after” Sunday’s service and participate in a 

breakout session.  Conversations are friendly and 

supportive. They give us a chance to catch up 

with one another.   

 

We will be back together in the sanctuary some-

time this year.  That is certain. 

 

Your Stewardship Committee:   

 

Konny Murray, Chair; Carol Collin, Fran Gaver, 

Gretchen Hausmann, Steve Johnson, Judy Lind, 

Harry Nagel, and Jo Ann Novoson and staff sup-

port from Rev. Axel Gehrmann and Intern Susan 

Panttaja 
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     UUCMP 

 Growing Stronger Together in the time of COVID?  



“Be Antiracist” Working Group  

 

Our anti-racism working group continues its meetings on March 10th, using the work-

book Be Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi. We will meet on the second and fourth Wednes-

days from  7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. via Zoom and will use the Circle Way Shared Leadership 

model. 

 

While we will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, we each will complete two 

prompts each week in the workbook. When we meet, we'll have 4 (or occasionally 6) 

prompts to discuss.  

 

For more information contact Rev. Elaine at rev.elaine@uucmp.org 

Same spirit of giving, but a 

new and safe approach!  

We’re “showering” each other 

with our gifts and talents in 

April, to “blossom” into re-

newed community and ener-

gized church in May.  How 

are we going to do it?  With a 

virtual auction!  Lots of other 

churches have done virtual auctions, and we can too. 

 

Here’s the plan:   

 

In mid-March you will let us know what gifts of service 

or special items you will donate. You can also tell us 

what items or services you would like to see donated.  

You may have an idea that hasn’t been auctioned be-

fore that someone would love to donate, if they 

thought someone wanted it.  You can enter the dona-

tion information on our auction site, or one of us will 

help you! 

 

In early to mid-April we’ll distribute a catalog of items/

services that will be auctioned.  If you don’t want to 

participate in bidding online, don’t worry.  You can 

ask someone to bid for you in the auction.   

 

On April 25,  we’ll have a brief opening Zoom gather-

ing after church and the silent auction will start.  Bid 

the “buy now” price, or just outbid your neighbors, a 

bit at a time over the next few days.   

 

On May 1, we’ll have a Zoom evening gathering show-

casing some of our great UUCMP talent, a live auction 

of a few items, and the silent auction will end.  There 

will be a 6:30 p.m. pre-party, showing how to make a 

special Spring drink and giving bidding help and table 

talk. From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., we’ll have a Talent 

Show, raffle, and (brief)  live auction. 

 

We can help with ideas if you want to donate but 

aren’t sure what seems possible during COVID times.  

We will help deliver items if you don’t feel comforta-

ble delivering them yourself.  You will have an oppor-

tunity to familiarize yourself with the UUCMP virtual 

auction site before the auction begins.  We will also 

have proxy bidders.  There will be more information 

to follow in the weekly news email.   

 

We’re looking forward to sharing some fun time with 

each other virtually, rejoicing in the variety of talents 

we have in UUCMP, and raising some money to sup-

port the great things UUCMP does.  

 

Questions?  Need ideas for donation?  Talk to Karen 

Araujo, karaujo93901@gmail.com or 831-601-4564.  

Want to be part of the entertainment?  Talk to Karen 

Brown, karenb1115@yahoo.com or 831-917-2042. if 

you want to be part of the Talent Show. Sign up by 

April 5 to share your talent; send in your (3-minute 

max) talent video to Karen Brown by April 19.  

Not sure if you understand the technology?  Talk to 

Fred Hamilton, fred@yonkitime.com or 831-241-2224.  

Want someone to help you write up your donation?  

Talk to Lauren Keenan, bill.lauren.keenan@gmail.com, 

831-595-8295. Want to volunteer, generally?  Talk to 

Karen Judkins, kljudkins84@yahoo.com or 270-401-

2605. 

It’s going to be fun – be part of it! 
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“Hope Springs Eternal” at our ANNUAL UUCMP AUCTION, UPDATED  
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The newly formed Environmental Justice Group 

of the Social Justice Committee is pleased to 

publish our first newsletter article!  

 

The purpose of the Environmental Justice 

Group is threefold: 

 

• To bring attention to the nexus of environ-

mental damage and racism/oppression.  

• To bring UUCMP members opportunities to 

participate in environmental justice efforts. 

• To offer UUCMP members education on 

sustainable practices. 

 

These environmental justice efforts will range 

from sustainable practices you can adopt at 

home, to partnering with groups fighting envi-

ronmental racism, such as the Amah Mutsun 

Tribal Band, working to stop a new quarry 

from being developed on their sacred lands (see 

below).  

 

Using a framework for creating impactful and 

sustainable teams for social justice work, we 

endeavor to stay grounded in our UU faith and 

principles as we work with partners who are 

directly impacted, in ways that are appropriate 

for our members and our capacity.  

 

The call to work for environmental justice arises 

from our Seven Principles, and from the pro-

posed 8
th
 Principle, which calls us to end racism 

and other oppressions, including those that 

have resulted in systemic inequity in resource 

management institutions. The call for environ-

mental justice also comes from the deep con-

nection to the natural world that many of us 

share.  

 

The Amah Mutsun 

Tribal Band’s sa-

cred ground of Ju-

ristac, at the south-

ern end of the San-

ta Cruz Mountains 

west of Gilroy, is 

threatened by a proposed open pit sand and 

gravel mine. This also endangers the rich ecosys-

tems the tribe’s stewardship has protected 

throughout its history.  

 

On Sunday, March 7, at noon, by Zoom (you 

can stay on after the worship service) along 

with members of the UU Fellowship of Santa 

Cruz County, we will watch a narrated slide 

program about Juristac and this gravel mine 

that would desecrate these most sacred grounds 

and share ways we can help defeat this pro-

posal. We will learn about the history of the 

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band before and after Eu-

ropean contact and their efforts to revitalize 

their stewardship and culture. Then we’ll deep-

en our look into the genocide and colonization 

that so deeply affected the Amah Mutsun, dis-

cuss the origin and foundation of white suprem-

acy culture that drove that brutality and begin a 

conversation about our individual and collec-

tive roles in supporting or dismantling it. You 

can learn more at  

        http://www.protectjuristac.org  

 

For more information, please visit 

www.uucmp.org/justice-overview/social-

justice/  

 

We will meet twice a month. If you have ques-

tions, contact environmental-

justice@uucmp.org. 

by Susan Panttaja, Intern Minister, and Mibs 

McCarthy 
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Environmental Justice Group – Protect Juristac 

Amah Mutsun sacred land 
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Women & Religion PCD VIRTUAL Retreat 

Saturday, March 13, 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Zoom  

Theme: HANGING IN, HANGING ON  

 

We will share our lives in an opening orientation, touch groups (affinity circles), learning sessions 

(workshops), a scavenger hunt in your home, Suffragist bingo, a memorial for lost members (Liz 

Fisher and Meg Bowman in 2020), and a closing 

session.  

 

Registration is $25. Net proceeds will be split be-

tween Women & Religion Continental and Interna-

tional Women’s Convocation.  

 

To be added to the retreat email list, send a blank 

email to: PCDUUwoman+subscribe@groups.io. We 

will email you when registration is open. 

NEW Denominational Affairs 

Committee at UUCMP 

 

Our UUCMP Board of Trustees has recognized a 

need for closer communication between our 

members and the Unitarian Universalist Associa-

tion and has authorized the formation of a com-

mittee for that purpose. 

 

The primary responsibility of the Denomination-

al Affairs Committee is to provide a liaison be-

tween the congregation and both the Unitarian 

Universalist Association and the Western Region. 

The committee will meet to discuss issues of de-

nominational concern. It will promote educa-

tion on Unitarian Universalist General Assembly 

social justice statements in collaboration with 

other committees. It will foster an understanding 

of, and a commitment to, what it means to be a 

responsible member of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association of Congregations. Through these 

efforts, the denominational affairs committee 

will prepare a pool of people in the congrega-

tion to be delegates to the General Assembly 

and to district meetings. 

 

A small group of us who attend the General As-

sembly and district meetings (now virtually) 

would like to share our rich experiences with 

more members of our congregation. We will 

hold a virtual forum to provide more infor-

mation and answer questions on Sunday, March 

28, at noon, after our worship service. Send 

your questions or comments to demoninational-

affairs@uucmp.org  

 

by Mibs McCarthy 
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Unitarian Universalism for our Times - A Book Discussion of Caste 

 

Dates: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, (March 9 - May 25, 2021) 

Times: 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

The First Principle of Unitarian Universalism affirms the “inherent worth and dignity 

of every person.” It sounds simple and straightforward, and yet seems maddeningly 

difficult to actually practice. We continue to live in extraordinary times. The current 

pandemic, our heightened awareness of racial and economic disparities, and an in-

creasingly polarized political climate provide an abundance of challenges. How can 

we as Unitarian Universalists best understand and address these issues? Please join 

Rev. Axel for an 8-session reading and discussion of Caste: The Origins of Our Discon-

tents by the Pulitzer Prize Winning author Isabel Wilkerson, as we grapple with these 

important questions.  

 

From the book jacket: “In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen 

phenomenon in America, as she explores, through immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories 

about real people, how America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste 

system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings . . . Linking caste systems of America, India and Nazi Germa-

ny, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems across civilizations, including divine will, 

bloodlines, and stigma . . . She points forward to ways America can move beyond artificial and destruc-

tive separations of human divisions, toward hope in our common humanity." 

 

Please contact Rev. Axel (minister@uucmp.org) if you have questions, need help with Zoom, or plan to 

attend. 

Join Elizabeth for Zumba Livestream class  

every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. and Thursday at 

5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Check the UUCMP Wednesday E-News each week for the class link.  

 

No experience needed! All fitness and dance levels are welcome. It's not about getting the right moves. 

It's about moving, having fun, and getting some exercise in. All moves can be modified and you're al-

ways welcome to take breaks. Many people enjoy Zumba while in their chair. Do what you can and 

most importantly get ready to have some FUN! Don't forget your water bottle and a towel for the 

sweat!  

 

Benefits: 

A total workout  

Combining all elements of fitness – cardio, muscle conditioning, balance and flexibility 

Boosted energy  

mailto:minister@uucmp.org


WOMEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

of the Monterey Peninsula 

 

 

We welcome all women to our twice monthly meetings—the second and fourth Thursdays from 2-3:30 

p.m. Due to the current shelter-in-place restrictions, we’ll be meeting via Zoom for the next few months. 

We plan to hold the following discussions in March: 

 

On March 11
th
, Betty Semple will lead our discussion of “Gratitude.” 

 

On March 25
th
, Peggy Hansen will lead our discussion of “My Favorite Book of the Last Year.” 

 

Watch for the emailed notices for these events. They will contain the Zoom link and password. 

 

      —Nancy Baker Jacobs, Facilitator 

“Hindsight, Humor, and Hope: Who, Me, an Elder?”  

 

Meeting Dates: Six Mondays, from February 1 – April 12 (every two weeks)* 

Meeting Time: 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  

Meeting Location: Zoom 

 

Susan Panttaja, Intern Minister, will lead this six-part exploration of the journey into elderhood. Sometime 

after the age of sixty, adults start to have the sense of moving into “older folk territory.” The transition to 

being an elder often comes before we are emotionally prepared for it, and it can be quite unsettling! This 

new phase of life can bring up deeply personal questions, such as “Who am I now?” and “What will I do 

that is meaningful?” 

 

This course is for those of us who have reached the threshold of elderhood, whatever chronological age 

you happen to be. In this program, we will prepare ourselves to step into our elder years with grace and 

grit, reimagining them as a time of relevance, reflection, and possibility. Through discussion, journaling, 

and creative arts, we will explore the positive side of being an elder. We will support each other to claim 

the inner wisdom, spiritual richness, and adventure of being an elder.  

 

The course is a “Tapestry of Faith” curriculum offered by the Unitarian Universalist Association. The curric-

ulum will be modified to fit the Zoom format.  

 

Materials: In addition to a journal of some type, please assemble a “Hindsight, Humor, and Hope 

toolkit:” pen, pencil, eraser, and color pencils or multicolor washable (not permanent) fine-line markers. 

 

*Specific meeting dates: 

March 1, March 15, March 29, April 12 

 

If you would like to attend, or have questions, please contact Susan Panttaja : intern@uucmp.org. 
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by Laura Nagel 

 

COPA House Meetings – Listening Sessions for County Administrators:  

Wednesday, March 3, 5:45 p.m. 

 

I want to invite you to participate in an upcoming Zoom event organized by COPA’s Breaking the 

Chain team of which I am a member. Supervisor Wendy Askew, Chair of the Monterey County Board 

of Supervisors, has asked COPA to organize House Meetings/Listening Sessions, so that Monterey Coun-

ty department heads can hear from residents directly how COVID has affected families from all over 

the County. This project will help COPA leaders to build relationships with Monterey County govern-

ment officials and give County administrators an opportunity to hear experiences from a variety of 

families. 

 

I am always grateful when I can be in a small breakout session and hear from people whose life experi-

ence has been different than mine; it makes me think more deeply about my own story. These two 

events will offer that opportunity and will also give us a chance to make COPA stronger for our future 

work with County officials. I hope you will sign up to attend this event. It will be bi-lingual and will 

include interpretation. 

 

This meeting will have a similar small-group meeting format and will be bi-lingual. Each of the small 

groups will include an administrator from Monterey County. This will give County administrators an 

opportunity to hear how COVID has affected families from all over the county and from many differ-

ent life situations. It will also give them a chance to learn about COPA, and how we do our work. The 

meetings will be at 5:45 PM. 

 

Here is the link to register in advance for the March 3
rd
  meeting: 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUucOyqqzwoHdR-6uHi53Yj81qkS_m9OuIm 

  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meet-

ing. 

 

 

Page 17 

 SOCIAL  JUSTICE 

  
COPA Happenings 

 

We Need Breakout-Group Leaders and Interpreters 

 

We are preparing to have 25 breakout groups at the house meeting with county officials. 

That means that we need 25 house-meeting leaders and 25 bilingual people who are willing 

to be interpreters in the breakout groups. If you would be willing to play one of these roles, 

please step forward and let us know. You can email Laura Nagel  at uucmpcopa@gmail.com 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUucOyqqzwoHdR-6uHi53Yj81qkS_m9OuIm
mailto:uucmpcopa@gmail.com


 JUSTICE  SOCIAL 
Rev. Elaine Signs Clergy Letter to Monterey County Supervisors 

Urging Prioritization of Essential Workers and Hardest Hit Zip Codes for COVID-19 Vaccine 

 

On February 9
th
 Rev. Elaine signed the letter from clergy to Monterey County Supervisors urging Priority be 

Given to Essential Workers and Zip Codes with Severest Impact from COVID 19. On this day the County 

Health Director announced new priorities for the vaccine to be distributed to those 65 years of age or older 

who are also essential workers in essential workers “at risk of exposure while working in food and ag, child-

care and education and emergency services.” Priority is also being given to people living in ZIP codes that are 

currently sustaining the worst of the virus, including those in Salinas Valley, Seaside and Marina. Following is 

the letter sent to the Supervisors on February 9
th
.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Monterey County Board of Supervisors Chair Askew: 

 

The clergy and leaders of COPA, Communities Organized for Relational Power in Action, an IAF organization 

in the Central Coast Counties of Santa Cruz, Monterey and San Benito are writing to urge the Monterey County 

Health Department to elevate the priority level of essential workers in Tier 1B to receive the vaccine. The coun-

ty can accomplish this by prioritizing the vaccination of essential workers, especially farmworkers, who are 65 

years or older. Essential workers are key to our food supply and thus they are in service to us all. They also 

must travel to work daily in order to put food on the table for their families. Many people who are 65 or older 

are retired and thus not as exposed to the virus… essential workers must be prioritized. 

 

Recently in Monterey County CVS planned to omit Salinas stores from receiving the vaccine, instead sending it 

all to their two stores on the Monterey Peninsula. This situation was quickly corrected thanks to your urgent 

correspondence as Chair of the County Board of Supervisors. For whatever reason this occurred, its impact is 

what we have seen before and that is those who are most severely impacted by the coronavirus do not receive 

proportionate assistance. This troubling impact is further evidenced by the infection rates by zip code in our 

County which show levels 10 times higher in Salinas than on the Monterey Peninsula.  

  

Public health systems have received too little public support over the past 12 years and are therefore ill-

equipped to handle the current public health crisis. They are geared to serve those who have health  
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insurance and personal physicians. Many of our essential workers are undocumented and without insur-

ance or a regular health care provider. They are often living in more crowded living situations where it is 

difficult to isolate from other family members.  

  

Monterey County is also at a critical point in the agricultural cycle when many migrant farmworkers are 

working in the southern climes where the disease is raging. Strategically it is important now to get vac-

cination programs in place to inoculate those who are here and provide this resource to incoming mi-

grant workers when they begin to return next month. 

  

We urge you to act quickly to protect these workers. Monterey County is tied together as one garment, 

one community. As religious people we know that is how we are called to care for one another, much as 

a family does. We are one community, and it is in that spirit that we urge you to take this step. 

  

Respectfully, 
 

Most Reverend Daniel E. Garcia   The Right Reverend Lucinda Ashby 

Bishop of Monterey     Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of El Camino Real 

 

Rev. Elaine Gehrmann 

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula 

 

Rev. Vicky Elder  Rev. Martin Juarez 

Unity of Monterey Bay, Monterey   San Pablo Episcopal Church, Seaside 

 

Rev. Alejandra Trillos  

St. Paul’s San Pablo Episcopal Church, Salinas 

 

Deacon Warren E. Hoy 

Director of Social Justice Ministry Diocese of Monterey 

 
 

 Delegates Assembly, Jan 30
th

                                                                        
 

There were over 150 attendees at the Delegates Assembly 

on Saturday, January 30
th
. There were 17 attendees from 

UUCMP. A very special thanks to those who also did small 

group facilitation:  Rev. Elaine, Elizabeth Granado, Karen 

Judkins, Mibs McCarthy, Paul Berezovsky, Susan Pantajja, 

and Rev. Craig Scott. Susan also gave the closing prayer for 

the Assembly in which we welcomed four new congrega-

tions to COPA:  Our Lady of Refuge Catholic in Castroville, 

St. John the Baptist Catholic in King City, and St. Marks and 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Churches in King City and Salinas, re-

spectively. At our December 13 Civic Academy on COVID 

19 with Dr. Gupta UUCMP raised $1860 which will be sent 

to the two Catholic churches in Castroville and King City to 

help  them with COPA dues for this       

                          their first year as members.  

 SOCIAL  JUSTICE 
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Office Hours 

Closed for March. 

Email to office@uucmp.org 

 

Co-Ministers 

the Revs. Elaine and Axel Gehrmann 

minister@uucmp.org 

 

 

Director of Religious Exploration  

Erin Forstein 

dre.erin@uucmp.org 

 
 

Church Administrator 

Ray Krise 

831- 624-7404 x 2105 

admin@uucmp.org 

 

Office Assistant 

Karina Briseno  

831- 624-7404 x 2104 

office@uucmp.org 

 

Music Director 

Camille Hatton 

624-7404 x 2101 

music@uucmp.org 

 
 

Caring Network 

caringnetwork@uucmp.org 

 

 

NUUsletter Editor 

Carol Collin 

newsletter@uucmp.org 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

Jon Czarnecki President  

Mibs McCarthy, Secretary 

Harry Nagel, Treasurer 

Lauren Keenan, 

Program Council Moderator  

Carol Greenstreet, Fred Hamilton, Peggy 

Hansen, Bud Smith, Kent Weinstein 

 

Ministers Emeriti: 

The Revs. Fred and Margaret Keip 

 

About UUCMP Publications 

 

Please send NUUslettter submissions as an email attachment by the 

16th to newsletter@uucmp.org, and indicate UUCMP NUUSLETTER 

in the subject line.   

 

Please send submissions for WEEKLY NEWS, the weekly  

announcements, to office@uucmp.org by Tuesday noon. 

 

Check the WEEKLY NEWS and website for news throughout the 

month. 

 

If you have any questions, call the office, 624-7404, or  

e-mail us at office@uucmp.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

of the Monterey Peninsula 

490 Aguajito Road 

Carmel, CA  93923 

 
Return Service Requested  
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