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of the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula

Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. in person and via Zoom
Services at 9:30 a.m. (in person and Zoom) and 11:15 (in person) Starting September 7

August 3
"Celebrating Nature Spiritually”
Worship Leader Rev. Charlotte Bear and
The Sacred Earth Circle

What is “nature spirituality” and how might we live
it? Rev. Bear will be assisted by some members of
our new Sacred Earth Circle: Rev. Andrew Bear,

Ali Shapard, Edmund Pendleton, and

Shannon Morrison.

August 10
“Are We Spiritual Misfits?
The Difficult Practice of Being Kind”
Worship Associates Christina Zaro and Ray Krise

In his book, The I/diot, Fyodor Dostoevsky
introduces a character, Prince Myshkin, who
conveys such honesty, purity, and compassion
that his society, bent on posturing and self-interest,
simply seeks to marginalize and ignore him.

Are we Unitarian Universalists the Prince

Myshkins of today? Are we the spiritual idiots
Dostoevsky imagined, so committed to love, hope,
and justice that we run the risk of being
misunderstood, dismissed, or even broken by a
world that favors transaction over openness?
Wherein lies our strength?

August 17
“Water Communion”
Revs. Elaine and Axel Gehrmann

Join us for our annual multigenerational Water
Communion Service, a celebration of our
community. Please bring a small container of water
from someplace sacred to you, which you can
contribute to this worship service for all ages.

August 24
“Annual Campout”
Revs. Elaine and Axel Gehrmann in Big Sur
Worship Associates Lauren Keenan and
Annan Paterson at Church

It's the Big Sur Campout Weekend! You have two
choices this Sunday, you can join Revs. Elaine & Axel
and the other campers at the Santa Lucia
Campground for a short multigenerational open-air
worship service at the banks of the beautiful Big Sur
River, or for those who choose not to make the trip
to Big Sur, a similar service will be led by our
Worship Associates at church.

August 31
“Workers of the World Unite!”
Worship Associates Jon Czarnecki and Bjorn Nilson

Tomorrow, September 1st, is Labor Day, a
celebratory day for workers and toilers of all kinds,
from field workers to systems engineers. This
morning we reflect on what it means to work.

Do we work for rewards or are rewards the work
that we do?
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Revs. Axel & Elaine Gehrmann

As many of you know, in mid-June Elaine and | attended
this year’s UU General Assembly (GA) in Baltimore. For the
better part of a week, we joined 3,279 fellow Unitarian
Universalists from 592 congregations, for timely lectures,
engaging workshops, and inspiring worship. It was great to
catch up with friends and colleagues, and to gain insight
into several worthwhile new initiatives in our larger UU
movement. | would like to share just three highlights,
which | continue to ponder.

So, for instance, we learned that the UUA is currently
launching a new initiative called Meet the Moment. It is a
framework designed to help UU congregations “analyze,
discern and take values-based action in response to today’s
religious, cultural, generational, and political realities.”

Over the past several months, especially since the most
recent presidential elections, many among us here at
UUCMP have been deeply concerned about social and
political developments, struggling to make sense of the
troubling actions of our elected leaders, and striving to find
ways to respond and/or resist. It was both helpful and
heartening to learn how other congregations and leaders
throughout our movement have been grappling with these
same issues.

On three consecutive days, GA attendees were invited to
join a group of cohorts (divided by areas of interest) to
consider and discuss three guiding questions: (1) What is the
moment that we are in as UUs and in our wider world? (2)
What are the most urgent and important needs of this
moment? And (3) How do our UU values call us to
respond to this moment? In the coming months, the UUA
will be offering opportunities for congregations to further
discuss these questions, sharing insights and experiences,
and offering potential answers.

And on a related note: Every year the UUA selects a book
that can serve as a common point of reference and source
of learning for all of us —a “Common Read.” In past years,
Elaine and | have led discussion groups focusing on some of
them. At GA, we heard the author of this year’s Common
Read, Deepa lyer, speak about her work, and the key ideas
of her book “Social Change Now: A Guide for Reflection
and Connection.” It provides a practical and intriguing
framework for approaching social justice work, imagining it

as an “ecosystem,” and identifying several distinct roles (or
tasks) we can take on as we strive to put our central values
into action. The book provides many worthwhile ideas and
insights for both individual reflection and collective action.
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And — finally - at GA we heard many presenters address
our shared UU values (justice, equity, transformation,
pluralism, interdependence, generosity — or — JETPIG),
which are all centered in love. Several contributions to this
conversation are now published in a book entitled “Love at
the Center: Unitarian Universalist Theologies,” which was
edited by UUA president, Sofia Betancourt. It is a collection
of 29 short essays from a wide variety of UU authors, each
providing a unique perspective, sharing their personal
experiences and insights on our UU understanding of love.
I heartily recommend this as reading material for anyone
interested in our current UU theologies and religious
reflections.

After GA, Elaine and | visited with friends and family on
both the east coast and the west coast, enjoying a few
weeks of rest and renewal, reading and reflection. We look
forward to returning for our Ingathering and Water
Communion Service on August 17t. (Please remember to
bring along a small vial of water from your summer
experiences, to share during the service.)

We have thoroughly enjoyed our summer change-of-pace,
and we look forward to catching up with all of you,
hearing what has been happening in your lives!

See you in church!

xel
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President’s Corner

Dear Members and Friends,

As summer winds toward its quieter days, August gives us a moment to
pause between the lively rhythm of seasonal activities and the anticipation
of autumn's return. It’s a natural time for reflection—a deep breath before
we begin again. There is nothing idle in this reflection though. It is antici-
patory action, the coming actions of love. It invites us to consider where
we've been and who we’re becoming—not just individually, but as a be-
loved community. Over the past months, I’ve seen compassion in action,
thoughtfulness in our dialogues, and a collective yearning to grow spiritu-
ally and ethically.

Summer reading has always been a welcome seasonal opportunity for me. The general consensus
has seemed to be that light novels go well with a beach blanket and a day in the sun. Although
those environments have eluded me this year, | have dived into my library a bit and become enam-
ored anew with past favorites like Kafka and Gogol, even Dostoevsky. Well, each of us has our
own literary interests. Whether you’re reading beachside, bedside, or between meetings, | hope
you've found a summer reading book that speaks to your spirit.

August is also a time when many of us look inward. Some of us may be revisiting personal commit-
ments to self-care, justice, or spiritual practice. Others may be exploring the gentle work of self-
forgiveness, recognizing that growth often arises not from perfection, but from our willingness to
begin anew. That spirit of renewal is sacred.

Two important Church activities reside in August’s month. First, we prepare for one of our most
meaningful rituals, the Water Communion Service. This annual service invites each of us to bring a
small amount of water from a place that holds personal significance — whether from a summer trip,
a quiet moment at home, or even the kitchen tap. During the service, we’ll pour our waters into a
shared vessel, symbolizing the merging of individual journeys into one beloved community.

Also, at the end of August we look forward to a cherished tradition — the Annual Congregational
Camping Weekend. This gathering offers a chance to step away from our routines and into the
embrace of nature, fellowship, and reflection. Whether you're a seasoned camper or trying it for
the first Ime, all are welcome.

| hope August brings you time to breathe, explore, and reconnect. As always, your insights, service,
and presence are very welcome at UUCMP.

All the best in fellowship,

Ray Krise
President
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Public Radio Needs Us
Now More Than Ever!

UUs are known for their generous support of public
broadcasting! Rather than make your donation direct-
ly to KAZU, consider adding it to the pool of funds
that UUCMP uses to earn small sponsorship spots on

our local public station. By kaZU

doing so, you support KAZU
and help more people learn

about UUCMP.

Make sure your check is clearly labeled “KAZU Gift”
in the memo line. You won’t be getting the latest
KAZU tote bag, but you will be helping two organi-
zations that support fact-based reality!

The Mission Statement of the
Unitarian Universalist Church
of the Monterey Peninsula

Welcoming all, we worship together
with loving hearts and open minds,
promoting peace, equality, and respect
for the Earth.

Questioning, reflecting, learning, lead-
ing ...we change ourselves as we change
the world.

The Worship Associates at UUCMP are volunteers
who help plan our services and share their thoughts
in “Reflections” most Sundays. Periodically, Worship
Associates fill in for our professional ministers, deliv-
ering thought-provoking homilies from the pulpit.

If you think that sounds fun (Yes, it is fun!), talk to
Axel or Elaine about the possibility of joining the
Worship Associates team.

Upcoming Activities

Big Sur Campout Registration Deadline is August 3.

Social Justice Committee meets Sunday, August 3, 12:00
noon, in the Sanctuary and via Zoom.

Program Council will meet Tuesday, August 5, at 12:30
p.m. via Zoom. All committee chairs are encouraged to
participate!

Stewardship Committee meets Wednesday, August 6, at
1:00 p.m. via Zoom.

Adult Community Choir will return to weekly rehearsals
on Thursday, August 7, at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Second-Friday Game Night is August 8, 6:30 p.m. in the
Fireplace Room. All ages are welcome!

Men’s Breakfast meets Saturday, August 9, at 8:30 a.m.

Environmental Justice group meets Sunday, August 10, at
12:00 noon in the Sanctuary.

I-HELP for Men is Sunday, August 10, 5 p.m. and is look-
ing for helpers. See page 12 for details.

Worship Associates are meeting on the second Wednes-
day for this month only: August 13, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

Finance Committee will meet August 14, at 11:00 a.m. in
the Conference Room and via Zoom by arrangement.

Committee on Family Ministry meets on the third Sun-
day, August 17, at 12:15 p.m. in the Fireplace Room.

Board of Trustees meets Wednesday, August 20, gather-
ing at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireplace Room.

Big Sur Campout is August 22-24. Day visitors always
welcome. See page 8.

I-HELP for Women is Sunday, August 24. Contact Mibs
McCarthy if you’d like to help.

Music Committee meets on Tuesday, August 26, at 6:00
p.m. via Zoom.

Membership Committee meets Wednesday, August 27, at
5:30 p.m., via Zoom. Contact Rose Lovell for details.

Super Flea! is open for business August 29 and 30. See
page 10 for all the details.

Communications Committee meets Sunday, August 31, at
12:00 noon, in the Conference Room
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=5 RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION

for Childre

Dear UUCMP Families,

While other places might celebrate Hot August
Nights, we on the Peninsula know it a little different-
ly—as FOGust. With foggy evenings, cooler morn-
ings, and the hum of Car Week traffic, it's a month
that reminds us: transitions are in the air!

As we shift from summer ease to school-year rou-
tines, it's a perfect time to practice mindfulness and
self-compassion. Transitions can be bumpy, so be
gentle with yourselves and your loved ones in the
weeks ahead.

This month, we continue our one room school house
using the UU Values LEGO Curriculum. Each Sunday,
children will explore Unitarian Universalist principles
through creative, hands-on LEGO challenges. These
sessions spark imaginative storytelling, teamwork,
and reflection—perfect for nurturing both playfulness
and spiritual growth.

Carmel weather, like life, loves to keep us on our
toes. Foggy and cool one moment, sunny the next—
we embrace it all! We love using our outdoor space
when the weather allows, so please dress children in
layers and sturdy shoes. Whether we’re indoors or
out, we want to ensure everyone is cozy and en-
gaged.

If your family is traveling this month, let us know. It
helps us create well-prepared R.E. experience for
those who do attend.

Wishing you a month full of curiosity, connection,
and maybe even a little foggy magic.

Warmly,

Shannon Morrison
Director of Religious Exploration

n and Youth

“Thank yew>

Jacob Bagley, Karen Brown, Max Cajar,

Zeana Bey Davis, Khaela Finch, Lauren

Keenan, Elinor Koning, Alex Morrison,
Karen Judkins, and Robin Jensen

for helping out in the R.E. program or at
Nature Camp (or both!) last month!

Family Events & Happenings

Earth-Based Traditions Sunday Service

August 3

Celebrate the rhythms of nature and community with
a special earth-based ceremony led by members of
our new Sacred Earth Circle.

Second-Friday Game Night

August 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Fireplace Room

All ages are welcome! Bring your favorite board
game or card came, or try some of ours. Snacks wel-
come and laughter encouraged. Come connect and

play!

Water Communion & Backpack Blessing

August 17

Join us for this special annual ritual as we gather wa-
ters from our summer journeys and bless the back-
packs of students, teachers, and liflong learners sta

All-Church Big Sur Campout

August 22-24

Spend the weekend with your UUCMP family enjoy-
ing nature, connection, and good company. See page
6 for details. Registration deadline is August 3!
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Musical Offerings

The VUCMP Community Choir is

We are planning to perform at two services

Coming Back! Join Us! per month (every 2nd and 4th Sunday, usually), and
we are always looking to expand the size of our
Do you need a little more music in your life? community choir!

The wildly popular and always welcoming UUCMP  The Music Committee meets every 4th Tuesday of
Choir will resume its weekly rehearsals on Thursday, the month. Please let me know if you would like to

August 14, and will be performing in worship services be part of our Zoom meetings and we'll add you to
twice per month starting in September. the email list!

Our adult community choir continues to grow! We  Jorge Torrez

will meet for practice every Thursday, 7:00-9 :00 Director of Music
p.m., in the Sanctuary. This choir is open to every- music@uucmp.org
one, members and nonmembers alike, to explore

singing together. No prior experience is needed. Send

me an email (music@uucmp.org) or just stop by!

Y
. ‘ilinoo.f

UUCMP Grief and Growth Group

The UU Grief and Growth Group provides understanding and companionship for those experiencing loss.
Our next regular meeting wil be in the Fireplace Room at on Wednesday, August 27, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Our next bonding field trip will be Tuesday, August 12, when we will meet at a local restaurant for lunch,
followed by game playing at a member’s home. Former members of the group are always welcome to come
along on our field trips and, of course, can join us for one of our regular meetings at the church, should they
wish. Call or text Sharon Miller at (831) 601-0403 for more information.
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August Shared Plate Offering

The People’s Oral History Project

Rather than allowing only the victors to write our
history, the People’s Oral History Project keeps alive
the stories of local activists who have shaped our
community.

In it’s first phase, the Project interviewed risk takers,
trouble makers, change agents, and community and
labor organizers across the Salinas
Valley and the Monterey Peninsula.
In 2015, their stories were then
published in a book, Voices of
Change, with a focus on effective,
non-violent community advocacy.

Since Voices of Change was published, the Project has
amassed a large collection of historical artifacts,
thanks to donations from many people who have
been active in local causes.

While the Project continues to receive support from
the Monterey Peace and Justice Center, funds are des-
perately needed to properly store, catalog, and digit-
ize the collection, and to prepare items for exhibits
and educational events throughout the region.

The movers and shakers of The People’s Oral History
Project are grateful to UUCMP for being selected as
Shared-Plate recipient and ask that you consider giv-
ing generously.

Publication Guidelines

Buildings & Grounds

Weekly Email

Articles for the Week/y News are due by noon every
Tuesday. Please submit your news in fewer than 75
words, include schedule details and offer a headline.
Please limit your items for the Weekly News to the
two weeks leading up to your event. Send your sub-
missions to officc@uucmp.org with “Weekly News”
in the subject line.

Monthly Newsletter

Articles for the “NUUSLETTER” are due by the 16th
of each month. Email your submissions to
newsletter @uucmp.org.

Pulpit Announcements

A small number of general-interest announcements
may be made at the start of Sunday services. Please
submit information by 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday to
request inclusion in that Sunday’s announcements to
our church administrator, Amy Razzak at
admin@uucmp.org.

Our beautiful campus in the woods doesn’t stay beautiful
without the regular work of a cadre of volunteers.

Whatever your skill set, we have tasks for you:

e Raking, sweeping, and weed pulling
We have periodic “work parties” to spruce up the
exterior and keep the grounds healthy.

e C(Cleaning
Our cleaning service does the basics every week,
but it helps to occasionally do some deeper clean-
ing in the nooks and crannies.

e Organizing
A busy building with many users accumulates a lot
of stuff. Whether it’s by cleaning out a closet or
getting the kitchen utensils back into their correct
drawer, your help is needed.

e Simple Repairs/Improvements
If you have strong DYI skills, Boy Howdy, we can
put them to good use!

If you would like to volunteer, send a mes-
sage to Lauren Keenan, the chair of our
Buildings & Grounds Committee at
bill.lauren.keenan@gmail.com
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Annual Big Sur Campout!

Join the fun, camaraderie, and relaxation next to
the river, and under the redwoods.
This is a wonderful way to spend time with our UUCMP family!

Friday, August 22 to Sunday, August 24
$25 per person per night, age 12 and under are free
Scholarships are available, just ask.

1) Find all the details on our church website:
https://uucmp.org/connection-overview/campout/

2) Complete the registration form you’ll find there and
submit your payment by August 3. (Or go directly at
https://tinyurl.com/9rtv3tb5)

3) Get ready to have fun!

Campout includes the following communal meals:

e Saturday Breakfast [pancakes & fruit]
® Sunday Breakfast [oatmeal breakfast with all the fixings]
e Saturday Supper [Stone Soup]

Not a camper? Come on down for a day!

The fee is $10 per person
You still have to register by August 3
The registration form is at https://tinyurl.com/r75y9uxv

Many hands make light work!

Volunteers are needed for many tasks, large and small, during the cam-
pout. Here’s where you sign up to help: https://tinyurl.com/49tchfm2

Direct your questions to Andrea Rivas at andrea.t.rivas@gmail.com or Ali
Shapard at alicia.shapard@gmail.com.
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Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, August 9, at 8:30 a.m.

The men’s monthly breakfast is continuing as a hybrid. Our next meeting is Saturday, August 9, from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m., in the Fireplace Room. People will bring food of their choice to the in-person meeting. If you
prefer, you can join us via Zoom from home at 9:00 a.m.

Zoom Meeting ID is: 975 5961 1965. Passcode: 408070
On a phone (call 669-900- 9128)
Or with a computer - simply click on this link:

https://zoom.us/j/97559611965

The breakfast is open to all who identify as male or gender fluid. Our conversation is confidential. If you are
joining us in person, please RSVP to Mike Lovell lovellmike50 @hotmail.com so that we will have an idea of
how much food to bring. If you have any dietary restrictions, please bring your own food.

Two Worship Services on Sunday Mornings
Starting September 7

We have a good problem at UUCMP: our worship service has become crowded. Our growing membership,
plus increased attendance by friends & visitors, are over-filling the Sanctuary.

The 9:30 a.m. service will offer:
e Performances by the adult choir
e C(Closed captioning
e Live-casting via Zoom
e Childcare for young children (Children are always welcome in either service!)

The 11:15 a.m. service will offer:
e Religious Exploration programs for children and youth
e Childcare for young children

Much like our pre-pandemic days, the two-service schedule will run between Labor Day and Memorial Day,
and we’ll return to one 10:30 a.m. service for June, July, and August.

Coffee & conversation time will, of course, be offered following both services!

Art by Alberto and Axel Extended

Our exhibition of works by our own “tech guys” Alberto Vasquez and Axel Duarte is being extended for the
month of August! Be sure to take a look at it in the Welcome Hall while it’s still on display.
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Join the fun at the 2025 Super Flea!

Your Pecluttering Will Benefit LUCMP

Gather up those unused housewares, unworn clothes, unloved jewelry,
unneeded tools, puzzles, books, and games for this year’s Super Flea!
It’ll be good for you and for the church!

Set up is Wednesday and Thursday, August 27 and 28
Between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
(If you need a different time to bring in your goods, arrangements can be made.)

The sale is Friday and Saturday, August 29 and 30

Doors open at 9 a.m. and close at 2 p.m.

*

You set up and price items for your own table.

Please price nothing for less than $1 or with amounts ending in cents.

¢ If you cannot be present to manage your table for the entire sale, you may arrange to have some-
one else watch it for you.

¢ It is up to you to take away anything you bring that is not sold by the end of the sale. (This is criti-

cally important. The church needs to be cleared for Sunday.)

*

We have plenty of racks for hanging clothes and loads of hangers. We also
have a few display cases for jewelry and baskets for scarves, fabric, or other soft items.

Other Volunteer Opportunities
In addition to sellers of stuff, we need:

Cashiers: 8 per day with 2 V2 hour shifts. 9-11:30, 11:30-2:00

Bakers: cookies, cakes, pies... all packaged to sell

Helpers: to set up tables and racks Tuesday afternoon

Helpers: to take down tables, racks, etc. at the end of the sale on Saturday.

* & & o

Look for sign-up sheets at church!

All proceeds from this significant fundraiser
go to support UUCMP.

Questions? Contact Suzanne Schmidt at suzschmidt@yahoo.com or

Lauren Keenan at bill.lauren.keenan@gmail.com
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Ushers & Greeters Wanted:

We Need Your Smile!

When we move to two Sunday services starting September 7, we will need more vol- *
unteers to serve as greeters and ushers every Sunday. Many people have shared that a genuine

warm smile is one thing that helps them feel welcome, whether they are first-time visitors, or long-time
members so this is a simple way you can help strengthen and grow UUCMP.

Greeting or ushering is a job that fits every personality type.
e Introverts often find that having a job helps them overcome any small talk discomfort!
e Extroverts get to extrovert!

And, we will train you!

We ask that you commit to helping just one Sunday per month (less often than that if you can serve as a sub-
stitute), and will try to accommodate your preference for the early or late service.

If you are interested in joining our Welcoming Team, contact the gentlemen below.

Greeters, talk to Mike Lovell (lovellmike50@hotmail.com )

Ushers, talk to Martin Skerritt (mskerritt3 @gmail.com )

- * e ¥

I-HELP for Women

On the fourth Sunday of each month, UUCMP hosts women enrolled in the I-HELP program.

I-HELP (the Interfaith Emergency Lodging Program) is the only emergency shelter open every night in the
Monterey area that does not have a waiting list. As hosts, we offer a hot meal, a safe place to sleep, and a
caring community.

If you would like to help with this important service of the church, contact Mibs
McCarthy at mibsmccarthy @comcast.net. Financial donations also help! Simply put

“Women’s I-HELP” in the memo line of your check made out to UUCMP. Alterna-
tively, you can donate via the church website. Just be sure to note “Women’s |-

HELP” when you do.

FIND YOUR WAY HOME
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|-HELP for Men

Sunday, August 10

Once each month, UUCMP hosts Men’s |-HELP
(Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program.)
We prepare meals and provide space for up to 25
men to stay for the night.

Assisting with I-HELP is very rewarding. At recent
meals, men have expressed how welcome they feel at
UUCMP, how much they appreciate the quality and
variety of food we prepare, and how much I-HELP is
helping them.

UUCMP needs your help, however, to continue of-
fering this excellent level of service for our communi-
ty! We rely on food donations, and we need volun-
teers to assist in the kitchen and to set up tables be-
fore our guests arrive on the afternoon of every sec-
ond Sunday.

Follow this link to donate food or to volunteer:

https://mealtrain.com/rl6en7

e Sign up on the MealTrain site by 5 p.m. the day
before (i.e. Saturday).

e You can sign up with your Google or Facebook
account, or by providing your email address.

e If you need help using MealTrain, contact Greg
Simmons at the address below.

We are also looking for folks who would like to
become I-Help organizers or meal coordinators.
Please contact Greg Simmons or Kathleen Craig
if you wish to become more involved.

Contact info for Greg Simmons and Kathleen Craig:

Greg: (602) 361-1015
gregs2001@gmail.com

Kathleen: (650) 279-8639,
kathleen @craigdesignassociates.com

If you would prefer to support
I-HELP with a financial contri-
bution to help us buy needed
staples and to supplement food
donations, there are two ways
to do so:

@&
-Hd P

FIND YOUR WAY HOME

Mail or bring a check to the church with “Men’s |-
HELP meals” clearly noted in the memo line.
(This is our preferred method, as it saves us pro-
cessing fees.)

2. Make a donation via the church website with a
credit card or PayPal account. Be sure to note
“Men’s I-HELP meals™ at the prompt.

https://uucmp.org/connection-overview/donate/

jing Program

Day-Of Details

e Please plan to drop off food donations
at church on Sunday morning, or be-
tween 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.

e Llabel all food donations “Men’s I-HELP.”

e Volunteers arrive to help with meal
preparation and set-up by 3:00 p.m.

¢ Kitchen helpers typically work from 3:00
until 6:00 p.m., if they opt to stay for
the meal.
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Your Rights at a Protest

from the ACLU of Northern California

Your rights are strongest in “traditional public fo-
rums,” such as streets, sidewalks, and parks. You also
likely have the right to speak out on other public
property, like plazas in front of government build-
ings, as long as you are not blocking access to the
government building or interfering with other pur-
poses the property was designed for.

Private property owners can set rules for speech on
their property. The government may not restrict your
speech if it is taking place on your own property or
with the consent of the property owner.

Counter-protesters also have free speech rights. Police
must treat protesters and counter-protesters equally.
Police are permitted to keep antagonistic groups sep-
arated but should allow them to be within sight and
sound of one another.

When you are lawfully present in any public space,

you have the right to photograph anything in plain

view, including federal buildings and the police. On
private property, the owner may set rules related to
photography or video.

You don’t need a permit to march in the streets or on
sidewalks, as long as marchers don’t obstruct car or
pedestrian traffic. If you don't have a permit, police
officers can ask you to move to the side of a street or
sidewalk to let others pass or for safety reasons.

What if | believe my rights have been violated?

e When you can, write down everything you re-
member, including the officers' badge and patrol
car numbers and the agency they work for.

e Get contact information for witnesses.

e Take photographs of any injuries.

e Once you have all of this information, you can
file a written complaint with the agency's internal
affairs division or civilian complaint board.

KNOW YOUR

What happens if the police issue an order to dis-
perse the protest?

Shutting down a protest through a dispersal order
must be enforcement’s last resort. Police may not
break up a gathering unless there is a clear and pre-
sent danger of riot, disorder, interference with traffic,
or other immediate threat to public safety.

If officers issue a dispersal order, they must provide a
reasonable opportunity to comply, including suffi-
cient time and a clear, unobstructed exit path.

Is all speech protected?

The First Amendment protects your right to express
your opinion, even if it's unpopular. You may criti-
cize the President, Congress, or the chief of police
without fear of retaliation. This right doesn't extend
to libel, slander, obscenity, "true threats," or speech
that incites imminent violence or law-breaking.

Can | talk about government overthrow or tak-
ing over the streets?

Yes, for the most part. The government cannot stop
you from talking generally about ideas or future
events, but it may ban speech that’s "directed to incit-
ing or producing imminent lawless action and is likely
to incite or produce such action."

What if others react violently to what | say?

If you are the organizer of a lawful protest, you can't
be held responsible should people in attendance com-
mit unlawful acts, as long as your words don't direct-
ly incite violence or law-breaking. You also are not
liable for the way that counter-demonstrators react to
your message. While counter-demonstrators do have
a right to be present, it's the responsibility of the po-
lice to control the crowd.

RIGHTS
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Unitarian Universalist Church

of the Monterey Peninsula
490 Aguajito Road
Carmel, CA 93923

Office Hours

10 a.m. to 12 p.m..
Wednesday and Fridays
office@uucmp.org

Ministers
the Revs. Elaine and Axel Gehrmann
minister@uucmp.org

Director of Religious Exploration
Shannon Morrison

dre@uucmp.org

Church Administrator
Amy Razzak
admin@uucmp.org

Office Assistant
Karina Briseno
office@uucmp.org

Music Director
Jorge Torrez
music@uucmp.org

Pianist
Lucy Faridany
NUUsletter Editor

Carol Collin
newsletter@uucmp.org

Caring Network
caringnetwork@uucmp.org

Board of Trustees

Ray Krise, President
Robert Brunson, Treasurer

Mibs McCarthy, Program
Council Moderator

Warren Finch,
Katie Hamilton
Rick Hansen
Meredith Harrill
Carol LeVa

Ted Raabe

Ministers Emeriti
The Revs. Fred and Margaret Keip

Return Service Requested

Join Us!

UUCMP seeks to be a caring community and a welcoming place. We
strive to deepen our religious lives and support the spiritual growth of
all who join together here, working to build a better world beginning
with ourselves.

If you find you resonate with our principles, we invite you to learn
more about membership

Membership is a personal and public expression of your support of this
religious community, the ideals it stands for, and the work it does.

If you are interested in becoming a member of UUCMP, talk to either
of our ministers, Elaine or Axel Gehrmann, or email them at
minister@uucmp.org.




